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Spotlight

Governor Inslee issued a revised Higher Education Proclamation on July 12 that
establishes expectations and guidelines for all Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) to
resume more normalized functioning under pandemic conditions. The Governor’s
proclamation has caused a flurry of activity among colleges, the SBCTC, county and
state public health departments, the office of the Attorney General, WWCC’s Re-Entry
Planning Task Force and ELT, employee unions, and others as we all wrestle with the
implications of the various options before us.

 

A statement from WWCC will be forthcoming following a special Board of Trustees
Zoom meeting on Monday, July 26 at 10 a.m. in which this situation will be discussed.
Given the conditions established by Governor Inslee, it seems that, in any case,
WWCC will be actively encouraging and facilitating vaccination, and may potentially
allow vaccinated individuals to be on campus unmasked once they have met certain
requirements. All others will likely be required to remain masked at all times, and other
expectations may also be established. Please stay tuned for definitive information and
directions in the coming days.

Additional Noteworthy Item

Earlier this spring a new electrical transformer that provides electricity to many
buildings on campus, including the server room/technology infrastructure for the whole
college, experienced a catastrophic failure. A temporary transformer was installed while
a permanent replacement was ordered. Now that permanent replacement has arrived
and needs to be installed. As a result, the following buildings will be without power
(including air conditioning) on Tuesday, July 27 from 6 a.m. until approximately noon:
Building D, the Dome, the Rec Center, the China Pavilion, Building J, as well as the
Facilities and EST buildings. All other buildings can remain open, but those listed
should be unoccupied during this time. Canvas and Office365 will be available for use
regardless of the user’s location, but all other network and phone systems will be
unavailable from either on- or off-campus. Thank you for your flexibility as we finish
what should be the final stage of repair for this critical equipment.

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/proc_20-12.4.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Quick takes

Vaccination clinics. The Walla Walla campus held its first vaccination clinic on
Thursday, July 15, in partnership with the Walla Walla County Department of
Community Health. Thanks to Community Health officials and several WWCC
volunteers, we were able to vaccinate a number of our community members.
Additional clinics are planned for Wednesday, August 11 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and Monday, September 13 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., both clinics will be held in the
Student Rec Center. Please spread the word and encourage everyone to take
advantage of this convenient and free vaccination opportunity. The path to post-
pandemic normalcy leads directly through high rates of vaccination.

Clarkston clinics coming. Similar arrangements are being made in Clarkston
through partnership with WSU officials. Details will be forthcoming as they are
available.

Incentive scholarships. Governor Inslee has provided public colleges with
limited funds to incentivize vaccinations. WWCC is using those funds to offer
$1,500 scholarships to 6 individuals, and $250 to 4 individuals for use in the
WWCC Bookstore. Names will be selected at random from all eligible students
(those enrolled in Spring quarter for 6 or more credits who have not yet
graduated, for example), who will then be asked to verify their vaccination status
prior to the award. All awards will need to be made by July 30, but may be used at
a later date.

The strategic plan is online. You can get it from the strategic planning landing
page. This is the culmination of a tremendous effort by a large number of
individuals and groups, but work plans for each area remain under development
as we operationalize and implement the strategic plan.

ELT retreat held July 12. Topics discussed included numerous strategic issues,
including the five priorities established by the trustees for the upcoming year.
Those priorities include: enrollment; post-pandemic operations; organizational
structure improvements; EDI; and communication. ELT also met with the
Assistant Attorneys General and the Chair of the WWCC Re-Entry Planning Task
force, Tracy Klem, regarding the Governor’s proclamation. Additional topics
included how to institutionalize EDI (including establishing metrics for evaluating
our success); policy development protocols and assignment of responsibility;
planning for the accreditation report that is due in September; as well as longer-
range planning around space allocation, strategic work plan development, the

https://www.wwcc.edu/strategic-planning/


creation of an inclusive budget development process, a calendar of major events,
and how to serve Hispanic/Latino students fully and robustly.

Community outreach. In partnership with the WWCC Foundation and many
members of the community, I am hosting a series of conversations with key
leaders and stakeholders in important economic sectors for our region. Over the
coming weeks I will be meeting with small groups of stakeholders in Agriculture,
Business, and Technology. Our intention is to drive innovation, create
partnerships, and catalyze economic growth and development. This is part of
WWCC’s mission, and now that pandemic conditions allow, I anticipate many
meaningful conversations driving the development of new programs and the
enhancement of existing programs to meet the needs of students and their future
employers.

Trustee vacancy. We are scheduling meetings with a number of potential
applicants for the vacant WWCC Trustee position representing the Clarkston
area. Those meetings will likely occur in late August or early September.

VPSS Search. Dr. Jess Clark is chairing the search process for a Vice President
of Student Services. WWCC has been without this position for over 3 years, and it
is an important part of improving student support as well as creating a coherent
organizational structure. This process will take place over the fall quarter, with an
anticipated start date for the position in late fall quarter.

Board of Trustees. The July and August Board meetings have been cancelled.
The Board is considering holding a Board Retreat sometime in August, likely on
August 9, discussion topics to be determined. The next regularly scheduled Board
meeting is Wednesday, September 22, 2021.

WWCC Comings and Goings

Welcome to our new colleagues: 
 

Alan Raeder - Instructor, BAS Programs in Agricultural Systems (9/1/21)

Kimberly Hamann – Educational & Career Navigator, Health Sciences (8/2/21)

Morgan Sandvick – Fiscal analyst 2 (7/26/21)

Eli Magon – Tasting Room & Wine Marketing Manager (7/19/21)

Colton Doering – Fiscal Technician 3 (7/19/21)

Sebastian Evans – Administrative Assistant 3 (7/1/21)



Jesse Dimak – Custodian 2 (6/21/21)

Nicholas Chamberlin – Purchasing Manager (6/14/21)

Congratulations on taking on new titles/roles: 

Brandom Price – PTF, Nursing (9/01/21)

Doreen Kennedy – Executive Assistant to the President (7/19/21)

Jacqueline Alonso – Running Start Coordinator (7/19/21)

Leonard Law – Instruction & Classroom Support Tech 1 (7/1/21)

William Baker – Grounds & Nursey Services Specialist 2 (6/24/21)

Erienne Matthewson – Program Coordinator (3/1/21)

Best wishes to our departing colleagues:

Craig Richards – Program Specialist (6/30/21)

Kevin Knapp – Purchasing Manager (6/17/21)

Ruth Russo – FTF, Arts & Sciences (6/15/21)

Katrina Schaeffer – Senior Secretary, Student Success Center (9/15/21)

Currently Posted Positions:

Business Systems Analyst

Computer Numerical Control (CNC) Instructor – WSP

Construction Trades Apprenticeship Preparation (CTAP) Instructor – WSP

Educational Technology Specialist

Fiscal Analyst 4 – Grants & Contracts

Instructional & PeopleSoft Accessibility Specialist

IT Customer Support – Clarkston Campus

Nursing Instructors – Clarkston Campus

Nursing Instructors – Walla Walla Campus

Secretary Senior for Arts & Sciences

Transitional Studies Educational Navigator

Welding Instructor

Program Assistant – TRiO



Looking Ahead

The ctcLink project has identified the three possible Go-Live dates for our deployment
group (DG6). Final assignments have not been made, but WWCC hopes to be
assigned to either February 28 or April 25, 2022. The third alternative is May 9, but it
seems likely that WWCC will be in the February or April cohort. Please share a kind
word with your colleagues who are making this important work happen. It’s a team
effort, and we all need to do our part. We see you, and appreciate you!

 

Comments or questions? Please email Connections@wwcc.edu

mailto:Connections@wwcc.edu

