
June 24, 2021

Weekly Highlight

I was humbled, inspired, and reminded of why we do this important work when I was
able to participate in several graduation ceremonies recently. The exuberance and
unbridled joy displayed not only by our graduates, but by their legions of supporters,
was uplifting and welcome after the challenges we all have faced over this past 16
months. Approximately 240 students participated in the Walla Walla drive-through
ceremony, followed by the Nurse’s Pinning, and 66 students participated in the
Clarkston ceremony. They truly were festive occasions, with family, friends, and loved
ones coming out to cheer for the graduates (and the faculty/staff making our
Corrections Education students feel special, since guests could not participate this
year). Many thanks and a hearty congratulations to all who were involved in putting
these ceremonies together, and especially to Kt Peterson, Doreen Kennedy, and
Margarita Banderas for their outstanding leadership of the vast teams of collaborators
who contributed to the drive-through ceremonies that capped-off this remarkably
successful commencement season.

Other Noteworthy Items

As we prepare for our July 1 return to campus, please remember that there are
mandatory Covid-19 protocol trainings for everyone to complete once, as well as a
mandatory daily screening log on the WWCC homepage, to fill out each day you’re on
campus. These are required by the State of Washington, and WWCC is obligated to
enforce these requirements. Thank you, in advance, for helping us to comply with our
legal obligations and for helping to keep us all safe. If the Governor revises his higher
education guidelines, we will update the WWCC protocols and share that new
information widely.

Quick takes

An open house for the community is being held today, June 24, from 11:30-1:30
on the Walla Walla campus. Prizes, snacks, and other goodies are planned, and
tours of the new Student Rec Center will be given. Please come out to show your
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support and to welcome members of the community onto campus for what may
be the first time in over a year.

Stay tuned for forthcoming information about festivities to welcome us all back to
campus on July 1. Many of us started with the College during the pandemic, so
this could be a great way to meet and/or socialize (outdoors, distanced, of course)
with your new colleagues. For those returning to campus, this will be a great time
to reconnect with each other.

The Board of Trustees formally approved the budgets for fiscal year 2021/2022 in
a meeting on June 23. This represents the culmination of work by dozens of
people over the past many months, and due to all the thought and effort put into
developing this budget, we were able to present a robust and balanced budget.
We continue to face financial challenges because of low enrollment, but we are
putting our resources behind recruitment and retention efforts, building back some
of what was lost during the pandemic.

Discussions are under way with local health department officials regarding
holding vaccination clinics at WWCC. We have tentatively set July 15 as the date
of the first vaccination clinic on the Walla Walla campus (to be held in the Student
Rec Center). Details will be forthcoming as they are available, including
information on signing up, or directions how to walk-in to the clinic. We are
working on a similar opportunity in Clarkston.

Governor Inslee has indicated that he may provide public colleges with limited
funds to incentivize vaccinations. Information is incomplete, but we may be able
to offer chances for scholarships to students who have been vaccinated. This is a
developing situation, and more information will be forthcoming from the SBCTC
following the Governor’s guidance.

Board of Trustees: The July and August Board meetings have been cancelled.
The Board is considering holding a Board Retreat sometime in August, date and
discussion topics to be determined. The next regularly scheduled Board meeting
is Wednesday, September 22, 2021.

WWCC Comings and Goings

Best wishes to our departing colleagues: 
 

Donahue, Tim – Director of Winemaking (6/30/21)

Gonthier, Jennifer – Career Navigator (9/7/21)

Currently Posted Positions: 



CNC Machining, WSP

Construction Trades Apprenticeship Prep Instructor, WSP

Director of Marketing and Communications, Walla Walla

Executive Assistant to the President, Walla Walla

Nursing Instructor, Walla Walla and Clarkston (multiple positions)

Secretary Senior, Arts & Sciences, Walla Walla

Student Services and Academic Coordinator, CRCC

Student Success Center Navigator, Clarkston (2 positions)

Welding Instructor, Walla Walla

Looking Ahead

Summer is typically the time for many of us to take a step back, survey the
accomplishments of the previous year, and to plan for the upcoming year. This summer
we have many new obligations/priorities, including ctcLink, filling vacant staff positions,
and returning to in-person work on campus. It is important that we also remember to
develop our strategic work plans for the upcoming year, in accordance with the
College’s Strategic Plan. Let’s take advantage of the opportunities to renew and refresh
our approach to our work. One of our greatest strengths as an institution is our
commitment: to our mission, to student success, and to each other. After each of us
takes some well-earned rest and rejuvenation, I look forward to next year’s possibilities,
working alongside each of you in service to our communities.

 

Comments or questions? Please email Connections@wwcc.edu
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