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Weekly Highlight

Approximately 225 participants logged in to one of the two Town Hall meetings on
March 10 and March 16. It was great to see and hear from so many of you, and I truly
enjoyed the opportunity to share with you some of the happenings behind the scenes at
the College. Main topics included planning to return to increased in-person presence on
campus; budget planning, including FAST review; a status update on the MacKenzie
Scott grant; a strategic planning status report; ctcLink goings-on; and WWCC marketing
efforts. Additional questions were asked and answered, but we had more time than
there were questions. Because we had extra time, Dr. Jess Clark had the opportunity to
introduce herself, and even to get some dining recommendations!

 

In case you missed the Town Halls in real time, or if you want to listen again, the links
to the audio are posted here.

 

We will have more of those kinds of events in the coming months as budget planning
progresses, as the strategic plan comes together, and as we have greater definition
around how the Scott grant funds will be put to use. Thanks for your engagement, and
for continuing to make WWCC a truly special place to work and learn.

Statement of Solidarity and Sympathy

Over the past year, Asians, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders have been the
victims of increased racism, harassment, and xenophobia. In the last few months, this
violence has been particularly directed towards elders from Asian and Asian American
communities. This increase in physical and emotional violence is alarming and
compounds the issues of inequity felt among those communities during the pandemic.

 

On Tuesday, March 16, 2021, shootings in the Atlanta-area led to the murder of eight
people, including six Asian women. WWCC mourns the loss of innocent lives, and while
the man charged with murder denies that his actions were racially motivated, we cannot
ignore the harassment, assaults, injuries and death that is fueled by Anti-Asian
discrimination and hate.

https://www.wwcc.edu/office-of-the-president/news-updates/


During times like these, it’s important to keep in mind that the conditions that have
contributed to the rise of violence towards Asians and Asian Americans is directly
linked to the systemic dehumanization of Black, Brown, Latino and Indigenous
communities.

In the last year, WWCC has come together as a community to respond to and reject the
surge of hate and violence toward communities of color. We condemn all forms of
racism and stand in solidarity with our Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islander
American community members. We strengthen our resolve and ongoing work to be
anti-racist in all our actions and we urge our community to denounce all acts of racism
and hate in our community.

 

Additional Noteworthy Items

Athletics are following rigorous masking and testing protocols in order to compete
against other colleges this spring. The seasons have shifted for some of the fall
and winter sports, and most seasons will be shortened significantly. Nevertheless,
careful compliance with health protocols has provided the opportunity for most
athletes in most sports to compete this academic year.

Anyone needing translation services--document translation, or real-time spoken-
language translation--should reach out to Brent Hinshaw (for documents) and
Nick Velluzzi (for verbal). We have arrangements to meet these kinds of needs so
you don’t have to make ad hoc arrangements on your own.

Other quick takes

The target date for ctcLink implementation now appears to be March of 2022.
More information on the precise “go-live” date will be available as we get closer to
implementation.

The Year 7 accreditation visit by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and
Universities (NWCCU) is tentatively planned for fall of 2022 (probably October).
This is a change from what was previously reported, and gives us additional time
to prepare for that important visit. Dr. Jess Clark is now our Accreditation Liaison
Officer (ALO) and will be leading the team effort to prepare for this visit.

Revenue Forecasts released this week from the state Office of Financial
Management (OFM) are favorable, in large part due to the $4.2 billion in federal
relief funds that the State of Washington has received. It is unclear how this might



affect the Legislature’s work on our operating and capital budgets, but this is a
good news nonetheless. Similarly, it is projected that the Workforce Education
Investment Account (WEIA) may be fully funded, allowing it to continue to support
our Guided Pathways, Nursing Educator, and high-demand faculty salary funding.
Nothing is final, but these are portents of favorable state budget support for
WWCC.

Board of Trustees: The next Board meeting is scheduled for March 24, at 9:30
a.m.

WWCC Commings and Goings:

Best wishes to our departing colleague: 
 

Bennett, Brandy – Fiscal Technician 3 (3/5/21)

Looking Ahead

The Governance Council subcommittee responsible for drafting the Strategic Goals and
Outcomes is hard at work. Preliminary draft goals have been created and are being
refined, while Outcomes are in progress. The strategic planning process is meeting its
established timeline, and more information will be available soon. Please keep
checking the strategic planning website for updates and additional information.

 

Comments or questions? Please email Connections@wwcc.edu

https://www.wwcc.edu/strategic-planning/
mailto:Connections@wwcc.edu

