
February 4, 2021

Vice President of Instruction Announced

As shared on Tuesday, we are thrilled to welcome Dr. Jess Clark to WWCC as our next
Vice President of Instruction. For those of you who missed that communication, you
can see the announcement and some of her biographical information here. She will
begin work remotely starting March 1, and plans to be on campus intermittently over
the coming months while she physically relocates to the area.

Federal Relief and Other Funding: Update

CARES Act: Last spring, the College received the first round of federal relief
funding under the CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act). We received slightly more than $1.2 million in aid to distribute directly to
students for use at their discretion. We also received slightly more than $1.3
million for the college to hire emergency staff, purchase supplies, and otherwise
respond to the pressures caused by the pandemic. Most of the student-facing
money has been distributed through the college’s emergency funding mechanism,
and the college-facing money has been put towards the items above, as well as
towards other infrastructure projects that support students and student success.

CRRSAA: The second round of federal relief funds (the Coronavirus Relief and
Recovery Supplemental Appropriations Act—often pronounced “Chrissa) has
been provided to us. This round includes another $1.2 million for direct
distribution to students, and $3.6 million to shore-up the college’s pandemic
operations. We are dedicated to sound stewardship of these funds, and plan to
provide instructional technology, as well as other technological infrastructure, to
support students, faculty, and staff, to the extent possible.

Scott grant: As you all know, just over a month ago, the WWCC Foundation
received $15 million from philanthropist MacKenzie Scott. The expressed purpose
of this grant is to further our work on equity, inclusion, access, and completion—
especially with regard to students of color, first-generation college students, and
other historically marginalized groups. This gift is intended to be a “legacy” gift
that will support our work in perpetuity, so although there is intense interest in
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making use of these funds right away, we are approaching this with a commitment
to being good stewards so that future generations of students will continue to
benefit from Ms. Scott’s generosity. In the meantime, significant student support is
available through existing WWCC Foundation scholarships, through the CARES
and CRRSAA funds, as well as through all other standard funding sources.

It is worth noting that none of these one-time cash infusions address operating budget
issues, nor long-standing structural issues. These unexpected dollars enable us to
prepare for the future and maintain our excellent service to our communities, but
WWCC still needs to adjust its ongoing expenses to reflect the anticipated size of our
enrollment for the foreseeable future.

Other quick takes

Strategic planning. WWCC’s strategic planning process is moving ahead, with
amazing response to our two surveys. We received a total of 755 responses, with
531 responses to our internal survey (the survey of students, faculty, and staff)
including an overwhelming 333 student responses, as well as 71 full-time faculty,
24 adjunct faculty, and 103 other staff who responded! Respondents to the
internal survey included 15.8% who identified as Latinx, and 21.5% of the student
respondents identified as Latinx. In addition to the 531 internal survey responses,
there were 224 responses from the community to the second survey. 

This level of engagement and dedication to the future of WWCC is truly
inspirational. Thank you to all who participated. The Governance Council will
begin to review these survey responses shortly, and then your GC
representatives will reach out for more input. Thanks in particular to Joshua
Slepin, Nick Velluzzi, Danielle Swan-Froese, Laura Wooster, and Diana
Herrmann, for their leadership of this project, although many others are playing
crucial roles in planning for our future.

Furloughs will resume shortly for those who have not yet completed their 96 hours
of furlough for the current fiscal year. The furlough process was put on hold in
October when the State of Washington abruptly ended its supplemental
unemployment insurance program. The good news is that 16% of employees
have finished their furloughs; 60% have two or fewer days of furlough remaining,
and 83% of employees have five or fewer days left. Please work with your
supervisor to complete your remaining hours.

WWCC Foundation scholarship deadline is fast-approaching. Please contact
Jacky Alonso jacky.alonso@wwcc.edu in the Foundation Office for additional
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information, or send students to https://foundation.wwcc.edu to apply. The
deadline is February 9.

The WWCC Wine Country Culinary Institute, using donations from local farms
and businesses, is offering a Friday Night Boxed Dinner Kit for Two for $40. The
proceeds go to the Sustainable Living Center’s Walla Walla Valley Farm to School
Program. For info. To order.

Board of Trustees: The next Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 24, at 9:30 a.m.

WWCC Comings and Goings

Welcome to our new colleagues:
 

Shastan Harshfield, Custodian-2 (temporary) (2/1/21)

Nicole Ridenour, Assistant Director of Accounting Services (1/28/21)

Best wishes to our departing colleagues:
 

Brian McElroy, Financial Aid/Advising (Clarkston) (2/5/21)
 

Taking on new titles/roles:
 

Caitlyn Conrad, Custodian 2 (previously temporary) (2/1/21)

Looking Ahead

Budget development will begin shortly, informed by the FAST (Fiscal Analysis
Sustainability Taskforce) process, the strategic planning process, and input from
various groups and individuals, including the Governance Council. We await crucial
information from the legislature regarding the current fiscal year’s supplemental budget,
as well as the final budget for the 2021-2023 biennial budget. I welcome questions or
feedback.

 

Comments or questions? Please email Connections@wwcc.edu
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