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INSIDE  THIS ISSUE 
We hope you all are having a  relaxing, fun-packed spring break.  Spring quarter     

begins Wednesday, March 29 and ends June 9.   

 

TRiO has a few spots open for new students.  As a program, we rely on students to be 

our best recruiters.  The remaining students that we enroll this year  must be both  

first generation and low income, seeking an associate’s degree, and planning to     

transfer to a four-year college to pursue a bachelor’s degree.   If you have any friends 

that could benefit from our services, be sure to send them our way! 

 

Below is a list of  things we like to remind our students of each spring.   

 

 The spring book wish list is on the TRiO counter.  If you would like to borrow 

one or more books from TRiO for spring quarter, be sure to  add your information 

to that list.  Debbie will start matching students with the books we have on hand 

March 21-22.   

 We have three career exploration sessions planned for this quarter.  See page two 

for a list of occupations and dates.  Each session  will include professionals cur-

rently working in the field, a retiree, and a student  currently studying  for the   

career at a four-year college.   

 Do you have your FAFSA in yet for 2017-18?  If not, see your  TRiO advisor  

immediately for assistance.  Do you have any other financial aid paperwork that 

needs completed? 

 Will spring quarter be your final quarter at WWCC before graduating?  If 

so, make sure to apply for graduation at our WWCC website (search “graduate” on 

WWCC website).  Your diploma will not be awarded if you do not apply for it.    

 

We look forward to see you back on campus March 29, refreshed and ready to take on 

spring quarter!   

 

Welcome to Spring! 

2017 WWCC Diversity Haiku  

Competition 
 

Congratulations to the TRiO members 

who participated and placed in this  

competition! 

 

1st Place 

 

Unfaithful Bee 

It is no fault of 

The sweet Sunflower that I  

Fell for the Lily 

—Jessyca Ramonette 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mentions 

Does who I am prevent  

You from living? 

Fix broken, not different 

—Lucia Svoboda Wilson 

 

In America 

In America, 

“Speak English,” they say.  But I 

Speak only in LOVE 

—Jessyca Ramonette 

 

 

 

Willing 

Teach me your culture 

I confess I’m ignorant 

Not unteachable 

—Darlene Harris 

 

It gets better, they say 

But mental illness never leaves 

You learn to survive 

—Carla Kitts 
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TRiO Community on Canvas 

 Assessments 

 Events Calendar 

 Skills Workshops 

 Tracking of Take-Aways 

Sign up sheets are  in the binder on the TRiO counter.  For addi-

tional information, please read the frequently asked questions 

page inside the front cover of this binder, or visit  with your TRiO 

advisor.    Transportation is provided for all campus visits. 

 

What happens on a college visit?                                    
Take a guided tour, meet with department representatives, 

visit TRiO office (if applicable), visit bookstore,  and meet 

with an  academic advisor.  Lunch is provided for all visits 

with the exception of  Whitman College.   

 
WSU-TC                    

March 24 

 
Walla Walla University 

April 13 

 

Whitman College 

Date not set yet 

 

Other locations will be 

added at the first of 

spring quarter. 

 

Career Exploration Sessions 

 Engineering  & Architecture—               

Thursday, May 4, 1:30-3:00 

 
 Psychology—                                              

Tuesday, April 18, 1:30-3:00 

 
 Criminal Justice & Law—                        

Thursday, April 6, 1:30-3:00 

 
Location and details about the guest speakers 

will  be posted soon at the TRiO counter and 

on posters around campus.  Be watching for 

details.  Sign up for the sessions at the TRiO 

counter.  Wraps, fruit and drinks will be availa-

ble for those who attend. 

Spring meetings will be on Wednesdays at 12:30 

in the Student Activity Center Conference Room. 

We are planning fun activities for spring, including 

planning for the TRiO year-end celebration in 

June.  Please join us to get involved. 

 
Officers:   

Treasurer  Michael Totten 

Secretary:  Carla Kitts 

ASB Rep:  Norma Pachal 

Club Advisor:  Rosa Rivera 

 

Campus visit to EWU on  March 7.  Front:  Brittany Zuercher, Claire Kirkpatrick, 

Osvaldo Contreras, Brayan Rodriguez.  Back:  Casey Foetz, Zach Rice, Maria Alonso and    

Omar Alonso 

Ignite Passion in Leadership Conference on 

March 3.  Ali Beigh, Casey Foetz, Mike Totten and 

Carla Kitts 
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The Ten Take-Aways 
Are you working on your Take-Aways? Make an          

appointment with your advisor to see where you 

are at on the Take-Aways, and determine what you 

want to work on spring quarter. 

 
Identify your strengths. 

StrengthsQuest Assessment* 
 

Develop skills in each of the five well-being dimensions. 
Purpose: Loving what you do each day and being 

motivated to achieve goals 
Social: Having supportive relationships and love in 

your life 
Financial: Effectively managing your economic life 

to reduce stress & increase security 
Community: Liking where you live, feeling safe, 

and having pride in your community 
Physical: Having good health and enough energy 

to get things done daily 
 

Participate in at least one community engagement op-
portunity. 

Campus club membership  
Community service project 
Cultural enrichment activity 
 

Identify your future major and career options. 
Transfer schools and degree options* 
Career profilers/assessments 
 

Attend at least one campus visit. 
Physical tour* 
Virtual tour* 
Contact TRiO office 

 
Complete at least one transfer school application. 

Acceptance letters 
 

Complete your FAFSA by the priority deadlines. 
WWCC* 
Transfer schools 
 

Collect at least two letters of recommendation. 
Requested 
Received 
 

Complete at least one scholarship application. 
Local scholarships* 
Statewide & national scholarships* 
School-specific scholarships* 
Award letters 
 

 Complete a résumé. 
Updated by graduation 
 
 

Student Spotlight  

By Whitney Johnson 

I have been a “nurse” since I was eight years 

old. My mother and I were in  a tragic vehicle 

accident which resulted in her acquiring scar 

tissue in her brain and ultimately being diag-

nosed with epilepsy.  As a single mother and 

being her  only child currently living in the 

household, I became her primary caregiver.  I 

made sure all of her needs were met including:  

chores, meals, and catching her when she 

would start to fall. Also, I would list off her medications to the 

ambulance crew as they were using the sternal rub to wake her. 

This is when I became infatuated with nursing! I fell in love with 

taking care of my mom so much so that I wanted to make a   

career out of it. 

 

I eventually moved to a boarding high school and started to fully 

embrace the idea of becoming a nurse. I volunteered at an    

animal shelter, nursing homes, and contributed a lot of time and 

energy into the homeless shelter our church operated.  I enjoyed 

being involved and giving back to my community.  

 

I spent my first two years of college at Walla Walla University, but 

before finishing my prerequisite I had my daughter, Payton. I 

took a break from college to raise Payton. During those years my 

dream to become a nurse only grew. After going through preg-

nancy and labor, I realized that nursing does not always have to 

be daunting, but it can be enjoyable and rewarding. A few 

months after Payton was born, I started working as a switch-

board operator and ER admitter at WW General Hospital. I 

worked hand-in-hand with the ER  doctors and nurses. Working 

at WWGH  turned my passion of becoming a nurse into a neces-

sity! I was intrigued with the diagnoses and the customer service 

aspect. Although I was unable to involve myself with patient care 

once they were checked in, I still enjoyed being an important 

part of the process. My heart craved to be in the patient room 

taking  care of and treating the patient; I knew that my day as a 

nurse would come soon. 

 

If you ask me what becoming a nurse means to me, I would say 

become a nurse means being selfless, open, honest, strong, 

loving, caring, determined, empathetic, and good at communi-

cating. I will make a great nurse one day because I am all of 

those things and more! Possibly having the opportunity to save 

just one life someday is a feeling I dream of having. Not only 

does a nurse help others, they also help themselves by being in 

an exciting environment with diversity and the opportunity to 

learn something new every single day. 

Through my actions and attitude, I will 

strive day-after-day to achieve my child-

hood dream because I have what it 

takes to evolve into the most amazing 

nurse. I will be a nurse!   

Whitney 

Johnson 



TRiO Program 

500 Tausick Way 

Walla Walla WA  99362 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Walla Walla Community College 

Why you should take the five minutes to                    

read this newsletter? 
  

Learn about what is going on in TRiO!  We print   

details about campus visits, seminars,  cultural   

enrichment activities,  career  exploration sessions,  

important deadlines, etc. throughout the school year 

in the monthly newsletter.    

  

    Be in the know, information is the key to success!  

Help strengthen the TRiO book lending library by 

donating your textbooks (current editions only 

please) to the TRiO program.   


