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DRAFT POLICY 
WALLA WALLA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

FUNDRAISING AND GIFT ACCEPTANCE 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY 4420 

 
I. POLICY BACKGROUND/PURPOSE 

Walla Walla Community College (WWCC) and the WWCC Foundation appreciate and depend 
upon the generosity of donors and friends to support our respective missions, programs, and 
purposes. Gifts must be solicited, accepted, processed, recorded, and acknowledged in a manner 
that protects the interests of the Foundation, the college, and its donors. 
 
The Foundation strives to ensure that gifts enhance the reputation and standing of the 
Foundation and the college, and do not compromise the college’s educational purpose; gifts are 
in amounts appropriate to carry out their specified use; donor requirements and restrictions are 
acceptable to the Foundation and the college; and, that gifts are accepted and administered in a 
manner appropriate for a tax-exempt 501(c)3 organization. 
 

II. AUTHORITY 
Board Policy 1370, RCW 28B.50.140 (13). 
 

III. SCOPE OF POLICY 
This policy applies to all parties who will be accepting gifts from donors through the WWCC 
Foundation. 
 

IV. POLICY 
A. It is the responsibility of the WWCC Foundation to provide financial assistance to WWCC 

students and financial support to strengthen the work and services of the college. The WWCC 
Foundation solicits and receives donations to promote and support its mission. The 
Foundation will ensure that gifts: 

1. Are consistent with Foundation and college policies and do not violate federal or state 
law. 

2. Are appropriate to the mission and needs of the Foundation and the college. 
3. Impose no undue financial burdens to the Foundation or the college. 
4. If restricted, are written in reasonably broad and flexible terms to maximize their 

usefulness to the Foundation. 
5. If restricted, include language that permits the Foundation to apply the gift to a related 

purpose in the event that the designated purpose is no longer practical, necessary or 
able to be performed. 

B. Gift Acceptance 
1. No gift will be accepted that would constitute an undue burden to the Foundation or 

the college. Examples of gifts that could impose an undue burden to the Foundation or 
the college, and will not be accepted, include but are not limited to: 

a. Gifts of unmarketable securities. 
b. Tangible property with restrictions on its use. 
c. Commitment to continue a project after a gift has been terminated or 

exhausted. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.50.140
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d. Establishment of a permanent, interest-bearing (endowed) fund when the gift 
amount is not sufficient to carry out its specified purpose. 

e. Gifts that require the Foundation to finance and/or administer a project outside 
the routine functions of the Foundation or outside its mission. 

f. Certain gifts of real estate. 
2. The Foundation reserves the right to refuse or return donor gifts when use restrictions, 

functions and/or goals are inconsistent with those of the Foundation or the college. 
3. The Foundation will not accept gifts whose acceptance would restrict the educational 

process, be inconsistent with other policies of the Foundation or college, or violate the 
law. 

4. In recognition of problems often implicit for the Foundation and the donor with regard 
to restricted gifts, the following policies apply: 

a. Gifts that necessitate illegal discriminatory use/administration violate 
Foundation policy and will not be accepted. 

b. Gifts that are so restricted as to be extremely difficult or impossible to 
administer will not be accepted; all gift agreements should include language 
that will permit alternative use of a gift should circumstances change. 

c. A restriction on the use or administration of a gift keyed to the incumbency of 
any individual in a Foundation or college post will not be accepted. 

d. Gifts whose administration and use are to be directed by donors or other third 
parties will not be accepted. The convening of oversight committees should be 
highly discouraged in accepting a gift. If advisory boards are required as a 
condition of a gift, the Foundation, and not the donor, should appoint the 
majority of members. 

e. Gifts to support scholarships, fellowships and other forms of financial aid to 
students: 

i. Cannot be limited or directed to relatives or descendants of the donor, 
ii. Cannot be limited or directed to the specific use of a person or persons 

regardless of relationship to donor, and 
iii. The donor may not be the administrator of the funds. 

C. It is the responsibility of any solicitor, or any staff member of the Foundation, college, or 
sponsored program who is offered a gift, to bring proposed gift subjects to the Foundation 
Executive Director prior to accepting the gift. 

D. Each year, substantial gift support is brought from private sources: individuals, foundations, 
corporations, and organizations. These funds are philanthropic rather than contractual in 
nature and are generated primarily through activities coordinated by the WWCC Foundation. 
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