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College in the High School  
Creating a WWCC Aligned Syllabus 

 

[The following section is taken from the WWCC 2016-2019 Faculty Handbook] 

5.0 SUMMARY OF FACULTY RESPONSIBILITIES 

In addition to the actual teaching of your course(s), there are a few administrative tasks that help us to track our 
students, maintain our accreditation and ensure that our students get a seamless and quality education.  The 
following list of activities is required for each of the classes you will teach at WWCC: 

• Review the Master Course Outline (MCO) for your class.  Make sure that your course design meets each of 
the course learning outcomes. 

• WWCC instructors upload their syllabi to our online system.  For CiHS courses, we only ask that you send a 
copy of your syllabus to the CiHS Coordinator at arts.sciences@wwcc.edu.  Several examples are included 
in this document. 

1. Writing a Syllabus: A syllabus is a contract between the faculty member and students in the course.  As such, 
certain elements must be included for students to be successful.  The following required items should be on your 
syllabus: 

a. Your full name 
b. The course name 
c. Course time/day/location 
d. Textbook name and IBSN number (the 13 digit one) 
e. Course description from the Master Course Outline (MCO) 
f. Course outcomes from the MCO 
g. Grading and attendance policies in your course 
h. Disabilities statement 
i. EEO statement               
j. Religious Accommodation statement 
k. COVID absence/illness statement 
l. Syllabi may also include a course outline by week, helpful links, resources, or other important 

information or directions.  Some examples include your policy on accepting or awarding credit for late 
work, and any extra credit opportunities, if available.  FYI: many WWCC instructors do not accept any 
late work, while others may require all assignments to be turned in but drastically reduce the points 
earned for late submissions. 

In your CiHS class, students will be treated as college students with all the rights and responsibilities that entails.  
You may find great benefit in directing your students to the Student Code of Conduct.  This policy includes 
reference to student rights and responsibilities as well as definitions and consequences for plagiarism.  Many 
instructors include excerpts from the code of conduct in their syllabi with the instructor’s policy on how they 
handle plagiarism (varies from a zero on the assignment to an F for the course). 

 

 

 

see page 2 
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Required Policies 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  WWCC complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 as amended in 2008. Information regarding student accommodations 
may be obtained by contacting (Walla Walla campus) Bobbie Sue Schutter, Ph.D., Coordinator of Disability Support 
Services at (509) 527-4262, bobbiesue.schutter@wwcc.edu; or (Clarkston campus) Heather Markwalter at (509) 
758-1721, heather.markwalter@wwcc.edu.  The Section 504 Coordinator is responsible for monitoring and 
implementing the district’s compliance with state and federal laws prohibiting disability discrimination.  Sherry 
Hartford, Vice President of Human Resources, (509) 527-4300, serves as the Section 504 officer. 

COVID-19-related Accommodations: If you have a disability or medical condition that presents an academic 
obstacle or prevents you from wearing a face covering, please contact Disability Support Services. 

COVID-19-related Absences: If you or a member of your family becomes ill, please contact your instructor as soon 
as possible to discuss how academic requirements might be modified to prevent virus related obstacles from 
hindering academic success.  

Equal Opportunity Statement:  Walla Walla Community College District No. 20 (WWCC) is committed to providing 
equal opportunity and nondiscrimination for all educational and employment applicants as well as for its students 
and employed staff, without regard to race, color, creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, including gender 
expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, age (over 40), the presence of any sensory, mental, or 
physical disability, the use of trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, or status as a 
Vietnam and/or disabled veteran, National Guard member or reservist in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Federal Rehabilitation of 1973, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 and any other applicable Federal and Washington State laws against discrimination.  Sherry 
Hartford, Vice President of Human Resources (509) 527-4300 has Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity, Title IX, and 
Section 504 compliance responsibility.  The College’s TDD number is (509) 527-4412. 

Reasonable Accommodations for Religion/Conscience:  Students who will be absent from course activities due to 
reasons of faith or conscience may seek reasonable accommodations so that grades are not affected.  Such requests 
must be made to the instructor within the first two weeks of the quarter.  For additional information regarding 
student rights and responsibilities, please see the college’s website for student rights and responsibilities. 
 

Consider adding the following recommended text to your syllabus: 

This is a college class, offered in partnership with Walla Walla Community College and their College in the High 
School program.  Class content, assignment, assessments, and academic rigor mirror [WWCC course ex:BIOL& 160] 
on the WWCC campus.  You can succeed in this course when you bring a high level of critical thinking and effort.  

Students electing to take this class for college credit will receive five (5) credits and a letter grade on their official 
college transcript.  This grade will be included in your college GPA and will follow you in your college career.  For 
more information on whether this class and credit will transfer to other schools and programs, please contact the 
WWCC Office of Academic Records at registrar@wwcc.edu or contact your college or university directly.    
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Walla Walla Community College, Clarkston 

CHEM& 105 – Chemical Concepts (Spring 2014) 

 

Instructor: Sara Egbert, Ph.D.     Phone: (509) 751-4050  

Office: Room 163B (Clarkston)    Email: sara.egbert@wwcc.edu 
Office Hours: M & Th 10:30 – 11:30 am     Credits: 5 
 

Lecture Location/Time: Room 149 TThF 12:30 – 1:20 pm 

Mission Statement:  Walla Walla Community College inspires students to discover their potential and to 
achieve their goals by providing diverse and challenging learning opportunities. 

Vision Statement:  Walla Walla Community College will be one of the most innovative, professional, and 
successful service-oriented rural community colleges in the United States based on its performance in 
meeting student needs and public expectations. 

A word about chemistry. There are many reasons to study chemistry, even if you are not pursuing a career 
in science.  In the purest sense, chemistry is the branch of science that is dedicated to the study of matter 
or all things that you interact with in the physical world.  Even as you are reading this page a cascade of 
chemical reactions must occur in order for you to first see and then interpret the words.  Chemistry is 
referred to as the ‘central science’ because it connects all other areas of physical science (biology, 
geology, physics, ecology, etc.) to one another.  A strong background in the fundamentals of chemistry 
will therefore serve to enhance your understanding of the other sciences in addition to the many complex 
facets of modern life.  It is the goal of this course to demonstrate that learning chemistry is not only fun and 
interesting, but that it can also assist you in making informed decisions in scientific matters that will 
ultimately affect you, your career and society as a whole.  

Course Description: CHEM& 105 is a one-quarter comprehensive course designed to introduce students to 
the basic chemical concepts and principles by using the theme biochemistry and metabolism. 

Prerequisites: Although there are no formal prerequisites for this course, Reading 98 is highly recommended. 

MATERIALS: 

Required  

• A molecular model kit (available at the bookstore or online) 
• Colored pencils or markers 
• Safety goggles (lab apron is optional) sold through the bookstore ONLY. 
• A simple scientific calculator (e.g. TI-30Xa or equivalent) 
• Access to Microsoft Word & PowerPoint 

 

NOTE: The CHEM& 105 Class Notes and Course Information will be supplied throughout the quarter via the 
Canvas website (https://wwcc.instructure.com).  Please check this website regularly. 

 

Students Learning Outcomes:  Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) have been developed by the health 
science department faculty at Walla Walla Community College so that you, the student, have a very clear 
picture of the skills you should be not only developing, but mastering, in this course. If at any time you are 
struggling with an SLO or are unsure of what a particular SLO is referring to, it is your responsibility as the 
student to contact your instructor as soon as possible. 

Upon completion of CHEM& 105, students will… 



• use the periodic table of elements to classify elements and predict periodic trends. 
• use a basic understanding of atoms to describe common organic and biological molecules. 
• use balanced chemical equations to describe common organic and biological reaction 

processes. 
• distinguish between ionic and covalent compounds (including biological macromolecules) and 

identify the role of these compounds. 
• distinguish between solutions, colloids, and suspensions. 
• identify and distinguish between solids, liquids, and gases. 
• define pH and use the pH scale to explain specific observations as the apply to amino acids. 
• describe energetics of reactions encountered in metabolism. 

 

Key Concepts for the Quarter:  The student learning outcomes described above will applied to the key 
concepts covered in this course. 

1. An Introduction to Chemistry and Biochemistry 
2. Carbohydrates & Carbohydrate Metabolism (ATP) 
3. Lipids 
4. Amino acids, peptide bonds and protein structure 
5. Protein function 
6. The Catalytic Mechanism of Enzymes 
7. DNA & RNA 
 

Course Activities and Evaluation Criteria: Each week you will be provided with a checklist of activities that 
could include chapter readings, homework, discussion questions and quizzes.  Due dates for each item will 
be specified on the checklist and will also be posted on the course ‘CALDENDAR.’ Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you have specific questions regarding the completion or submission of any activities. 

Homework: You will be given a weekly homework assignment that will be made available through the 
modules in Canvas.  Each homework assignment will be due on Wednesday at 11:59 pm.  
 
Quizzes: Each Tuesday you will complete a 15-minute objective (multiple choice/true/false/short answer) 
quiz over the assigned chapters. The quiz questions will be drawn from the lecture notes, weekly 
assignments and class projects. All quizzes will be given in-class upon completion of the chapter and 
cannot be made up.  You are, however, allowed one drop quiz. 
 
Final Exam:  The final exam is cumulative and cannot be made up. 
 
Capstone Project:  The capstone project is designed as a cumulative way to apply and integrate all of the 
knowledge that you have learned during the quarter.  Specific details regarding the capstone project will 
be provided throughout the quarter. 

Professionalism:  Since this course is one of many that is designed to prepare you for a career in the 
medical field, professionalism is an important skill that will be evaluated throughout the quarter.  The 
qualities or attributes of a professional include: specialized knowledge, competency, honesty, integrity, 
accountability, self-regulation, cooperation and image.  These qualities will be evaluated continuously 
throughout the quarter. 

 
GRADING: Final grades will be assigned at the end of the quarter based on the following percentages: 

 
Weekly Homework  25% 



Weekly Chapter Quizzes  40% 

Capstone Project 10% 

Professionalism 5% 

Final Exam 20% 

TOTAL: 100% 

 

Grades will be made available to each student through the Canvas website and will be regularly updated 
throughout the quarter.   

The assignments of letter grades will be based on the scale below: 

 

Grade: Percentage Grade: Percentage Grade: Percentage 

A 93.3 - 100 A- 90.0 - 93.3 B+ 86.7 - 90.0 

B 83.3 - 86.7 B- 80.0 - 83.3 C+ 76.7 - 80.0 

C 73.3 - 76.7 C- 70.0 - 73.3 D 60.0 - 70.0 

 

Late Work Policy: All electronic assignments must be submitted by 11:59 pm on the day they are due, NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  All in-class (handwritten) assignments will be due at the beginning of class, NO EXCEPTIONS.  
All late work will receive a zero (0) grade.  Please ask the secretary at the front desk to date-stamp any in-
class assignments intended for my mailbox.  If you have other obligations that conflict with due dates, you 
should plan to turn in your work before you miss class.  Managing multiple obligations is your responsibility.  

 

Attendance Policy: Attendance is critical to your success in this course.  There is a frequently observed 
direct correlation between attendance and student grades.  This means that the better your attendance, 
the higher the probability of a passing grade in this course.  

 

Students with Disabilities: WWCC has support for students with disabilities to ensure that our programs and 
facilities are accessible.  Our campus provides reasonable accommodations to qualified students with 
disabilities.  These services are provided through the Student Development Center.  To learn about our 
services please contact both your instructor and the Coordinator of Disability Support Services on campus, 
Carol Bennett (509) 758-1718, Office Room 113 as early as possible in the quarter. 

 

Classroom Participation:  Very simple…PARTICIPATION IS EXPECTED.  There will be more than enough to 
discuss for each chapter and everyone has an opinion.  You are expected to read the material prior to 
class and come prepared to discuss the assigned material.  You are expected to be courteous to me and 
your fellow students while discussing the various topics assigned this quarter.  Do not hesitate to ask 
questions of the instructor or fellow classmates during class sessions. 

 

Plagiarism: There is an expectation of Academic Honesty. Breeches of this expectation of scholastic 
honesty include, but are not limited to: cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized 



collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the 
result of their own thought, their own research and their own self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, 
but not limited to, tests and quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, both individual or 
group classroom presentations; and homework.  The WWCC Student Handbook (www.wwcc.edu) 
provides a clear definition and disciplinary action for plagiarism. 
 
Academic Freedom: This course, through this Instructor, fully embraces the Mission of Walla Walla Community 
College as iterated in the first statement of this syllabus. In the spirit of “inspiring students to discover their 
potential achieve their goals” the instructor and students enrolled in this course shall strive to protect an 
open exchange of ideas and opinions.  However, since this is a science course, this exchange MUST be 
based upon fact.  Students are free to take exception to views offered in this course and grades will not be 
affected by personal views.  However, responsibility accompanies this freedom.  Civility and a respect, 
without prejudice, for others opinions are a requirement in discussion forums.  This means that students must 
take turns “speaking” and “listening” to others (through the discussion forums) and must refrain from 
inappropriate comments (including personal attacks). 
 
Student Conduct and Responsibility: Rules of Conduct including Plagiarism/Cheating, Abusive Language, 
Disorderly Conduct, Sexual Harassment, and Computer Trespass are taken from the WWCC Student 
Handbook Code of Conduct (For complete text of the Student Code of Conduct, see www.wwcc.edu). 
 
Safety Policy and Students Right to Know: The security of all members of the campus community is of primary 
concern to staff, students and faculty of Walla Walla Community College.  In compliance with the Jeanne 
Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Crime Statistics Act, Walla Walla Community College 
information concerning campus safety, campus crime statistics for the most recent three-year period, 
graduation and transfer statistics, and other right-to-know information can be accessed at http://wwcc.edu. 
 
Student Rights and Responsibilities: Each student has a right to expect a campus climate in which all 
students: 
 

• Are given the opportunity and encouragement to succeed 
• Are treated with dignity and respect 
• Demonstrate good manners and courtesies 
• Are safe from sexual harassment and discrimination 
• Are free to ask for help, anytime 
• Along with rights, comes responsibility.  Each student has a responsibility to: 
• Support a learning environment that provides opportunities for all students to succeed 
• Prepare mentally and physically to do your best 
• Treat respectfully all with whom you interact in this class 
• Serve as a positive role model for less experienced students 
• Respect the property and space of others 
• Refrain from swearing and using any inappropriate language 
• Read and abide by the college rules found in the Student Handbook 
• Be accountable for your own actions 

 

Additional Resources CHEM& 105: 

• The Learning Center (2nd Floor Mezzanine by Library) 
Chemistry specific tutoring is available.  

• The Khan Academy, https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
• Student Services 
• Instructor 
• Classmates 

http://www.wwcc.edu/
http://www.wwcc.edu/
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Tutoring and Learning Center (TLC): The Tutoring & Learning Center (TCL) is a service that is offered free of 
charge to WWCC students. At the TLC you can expect to find peer tutors who are available to help you 
with subjects related to mathematics, science, and writing. Please take advantage of this free service, 
especially if you are someone who is: Returning to college after an extended period of time, new to the 
independent structure of a college course, or struggling with homework. The TLC is a nice, welcoming, and 
quite environment.  Even if you don’t have immediate questions, I encourage you to consider spending 
time in the TLC working on homework so you can have immediate access to tutors when questions arise. 

Important Dates: 

April 2nd – Class begins 

April 8th – Last Day for 100% Refund 

April 22nd – Last Day for a 40% Refund 

May 26th – Memorial Day Holiday, Campus is Closed 

 June 11th – Comprehensive Final Exam 12:30 - 2:30 pm (Wednesday) 

 

TENTATIVE WEEKLY SCHEDULE: Below is a list of the weekly topics that we will be covering this quarter.  Each 
week you will gain access to a module in Canvas that will provide you with specific instructions for chapter 
readings, homework assignments, etc. 

 

WEEK 1:  ATOMS, ELEMENTS & PERIODIC TRENDS 

WEEK 2:  ORGANIC CHEMISTRY & FUNCTIONAL GROUP IDENTIFICATION 

WEEK 3:  LIPIDS & CELL FUNCTION 

WEEK 4:  AMINO ACIDS, PEPTIDE BONDS & PROTEIN STRUCTURE 

WEEK 5:  PROTEIN FUNCTION – HEMOGLOBIN & MYOGLOBIN 

WEEK 6:  ENZYMES AS BIOLOGICAL CATALYSTS  

WEEK 7:  DNA & RNA 

WEEK 8/9:  CARBOHYDRATES & METABOLISM 

WEEK 10:  ADENOSINE TRIPHOPHATE – THE ENERGY CURRENCY OF CELLS 

 

 

  



 
Walla Walla Community College: ENGL& 101: Beginning Composition Syllabus  

Summer, 2017 
 

Meeting Times: 
M,T,W,TH, 
10:10-11:50 
Room D105 
 
Instructor Contact Information: 
Instructor: John Remington 
Email Address: john.remington@wwcc.edu 
Office: D-111 
Office Phone: 509.527.1866 
Office Hours: 12:00 to 1:00 Tuesday and Thursday or by appointment 
 
Class Materials and Texts 
This is an Open Source text-based class 
Text and Resources will all be available on Canvas or on the WWCC Library website among other places. 
Notebook Paper (plenty of this!) 
3” by 5” notecards 
4 file folders (You will need three to keep and organize all the drafts of your portfolio pieces, and one to keep all of your grammar, 
sentence structure and related notes and activities.) 
 
Purpose:  

In this class we will focus on the development of structural and stylistic writing skills with a specific concentration on formal and 
academic explanatory and argumentative essay techniques. We will also focus on sentence structure and basic grammar and parts 
of speech. 
 
Prerequisite: Appropriate placement score or grade of C or higher in ENGL 097.  
 
Course Outcomes & Goals:   
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to:  
 

• Construct organized, unified, coherent, and well-developed written compositions appropriate to a variety of 
audiences. 
• Apply strategies to succeed at timed, in-class writing. 
• Apply the basic mechanics of language (syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling) effectively. 
• Identify key ideas from a variety of readings. 
• Analyze and evaluate the validity of key ideas from readings. 
• Demonstrate the ability to write insightful, logical documents controlled by thesis statements and supported 
by concrete, specific details. 
• Employ techniques to improve writing style in voice, wording, sentence construction, and figures of 
speech. 
• Practice documentation skills, including summaries, citations, and avoidance of plagiarism. 

 

Method of Instruction:    
Students will develop rhetorical techniques (critical thinking, writing, reading and speaking) through the following 
activities: independent reading assignments, group discussions, listening, writing essays, vetting and editing multiple 
drafts and freewriting/journaling. These assignments assess one’s understanding and knowledge of the content. 
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List of Assignments: 
Assignments are divided into three categories: Practice, Assessment and Portfolio (grade breakdown is explained later in this 
document). 
 
NOTE: unless otherwise noted, points will vary. Also MOST points, unless otherwise noted, will be placed in the practice 
grades. 
 

1) Writer’s Gym exercises (also called “free writes”) 
2) Discussion Board practices and exercises 
3) Vetting Exercises 
4) Rough Drafts  (Zero to Hero drafts) 
5) Low Stake Quizzes (done during  class meetings) 
6) Portfolio (300 points total): final drafts representing each of the following Writing Modes 

 PORTFOLIO: 
A)  Critical Analysis – 100 points 
B)  Explanatory/Informative #1* (instructor selected topics) - 100 points 
C)  Explanatory/Informative #2 * (student selected topics) -100 points 

NOTE: a * denotes a multi-source synthesis paper. 
7) One Mid-Term (50 points – objective items) ASSESSMENT – covering grammar, usage, rhetorical devices and vetting 

techniques  
8) One Final (100 points- objective items) ASSESSMENT – covering grammar, usage, rhetorical devices and vetting 

techniques 
9) NOTE: Both Mid-Term and Final will be comprised of information contained in class lectures, class discussions, 

articles, and vocabulary. 
 
Grading Policy/Break Down:    
I accept no late work (unless under extreme pre-excused circumstances). Please be sure to consult this syllabus, canvas and the 
class meeting dates for an outline of essential assignments. 
 
IF it is a PRACTICE assignment or activity and you are absent, it WILL NOT count against you (unless it is a draft of a 
piece going into the portfolio. It is like missing a day of athletic practice or play rehearsal. It doesn’t hurt you, it doesn’t 
help you. You just miss it. THE EXCEPTIONS ARE THE EARLY DRAFTS OF PORTFOLIO PIECES. THEY ARE 
DUE WHEN I ASK FOR THEM. IF YOU CANNOT BE IN CLASS TO TURN THEM IN, YOU MUST EMAIL ME A 
COPY ON THE DUE DATE! 
 
Grades will be assigned based upon the following percentage break-down.  
Points are the main consideration for grade. 
 
90-100 % = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
Below 59 % = F 
 
Assignments will be categorized and weighted in the following manner: 
 
Practice = 20% of total grade (“participation” includes, but is not limited to: verbal discussions, journal entries, developing drafts, 
asking questions, low stakes quizzes etc.). A class is only as good as the level of active participation the entire group provides. 
Students are expected to attend ALL of the class sessions.  
 
Performances on Mid-Term and Final- Assessments = 30 % (mid-term will be 50 items, final will be 100 items- all objective: 
multiple choice, true and false, matching, etc.). Exams are all open note (hand-written notes only). Exams are administered during 
assigned times only. Extreme pre-excused circumstances provide exception.  Exams will cover grammar, vetting and editing skills 
as well as other content reflecting the course objectives. 
 
Performance on Portfolio = 50 % (specific grading criteria- rubrics- will be provided later). This will be a combination of the 
final drafts of The Critical Analysis, and the Two (2) Explanatory/Informative essays.  
 
 



PLEASE NOTE: The student must turn in multiple drafts (Zero to Hero) of 
each piece along the way. I will not accept final drafts (Portfolios) without their 
accompanying earlier versions (drafts). 

HELP! 

If you are having trouble with assignments, concepts, or steps in the writing process, please tell me and we can set up a time to 
meet. Also, the TLC offers writing help. The computer lab (room 246) offers free computer help.  If you need help with Canvas, 
word processing, or printing, the lab is open Monday-Thursday from 7:30-9:00, Friday, 7:30-4:30, Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

To request accommodations related to a disability, please contact Claudia Angus, Ph.D., Coordinator of Disability 
Support Services, at 527-4262 or email claudia.angus@wwcc.edu 

Online resources for writing help: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

Short term crisis counseling is available in the Student Development Center (527-4262) or contact Michelle 
Meyer (524-4791).  

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING REGARDING TITLE IX:! 
 

WWCC will not tolerate illegal discrimination including domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, 
or other forms of sexual misconduct. WWCC is committed to providing intervention measures for students, faculty, 
and staff, as well as an appropriate administrative response including prompt, fair, and impartial investigations and 
resolutions; referring individuals to confidential counseling and/or criminal authorities; and educating and promoting 
discussion on interpersonal abuse and violence issues. The College's process does not preclude adjudication under 
state law. Offenders may be subject to appropriate campus adjudication processes, disciplinary action, and/or 
criminal proceedings. 

  

WWCC prohibits retaliation against a person who exercises his or her rights or responsibilities under any provision 
federal or state law, including Title IX and the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act (VAWA). Ms. Sherry 
Hartford, Vice President of Human Resources is the WWCC Title IX Coordinator. 

The WWCC policy can be found at http://www.wwcc.edu/titleix/ 

 

Academic Freedom: 
Institutions of higher education are conducted for the common good. The common good depends upon a 
search for truth and upon free expression. In this course the professor and students shall strive to protect 
free inquiry and the open exchange of facts, ideas, and opinions. Students are free to take exception to 
views offered in this course and to reserve judgment about debatable issues. Grades will not be affected by 
personal views. With this freedom comes the responsibility of civility and a respect for a diversity of ideas 
and opinions. This means that students must take turns speaking, listen to others speak without interruption, 
and refrain from name-calling or other personal attacks. 
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Student Conduct and Responsibility: 
 

Rules of Conduct and Procedures of Enforcement. Admission to Walla Walla Community College carries 
with it the expectation that students will conduct themselves as responsible members of the college 
community, that they will comply with established rules and regulations of the College, maintain high 
standards of honesty and integrity, and respect the rights, privileges, and property of other members of the 
college community. Walla Walla Community College expects that students will conform to the laws of the 
greater society and regulations established to assure the orderly conduct of the affairs of the College. 

 

Rules of Conduct including but not limited to, Plagiarism/Cheating, Abusive Language, Disorderly 
Conduct, Sexual Harassment, Malicious Harassment, Liquor, Drugs, and Computer Trespass.  

 

Safety Policy Students Right To Know: 
In compliance with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Crime Statistics Act, Walla 
Walla Community College information concerning campus safety, campus crime statistics for the most 
recent three-year period, graduation and transfer statistics, and other right-to-know information can be 
found at http://www.wwcc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/student-handbook.pdf pages36- 37.  

EXPECTATIONS:  

Attendance: Irregular attendance will negatively affect both your learning and your grade. If you miss 
class, it is your responsibility to find out from a classmate or me what you missed. If you need to leave 
class early, please let me know before class.  

A Quick Note on Attendance: 
Most of what a student learns results from sharing developing oral (and written) responses to questions and concerns from 
other students in a live and active classroom. Learning is communal event. While life happens and Canvas provides an 
excellent resource, NOTHING substitutes for simply being present and engaged. After all, you’ve paid for the opportunity 
and I look forward to sharing this journey with you. 
 

Due Dates: Assignments and essays are due at the beginning of class. I ACCEPT NO LATE WORK!  
If you are absent the day they are due, you must email them to me before class (as an attachment 
please).  

I do not accept final drafts (Portfolio pieces) without vetted and edited previous drafts. Again NO 
LATE WORK ACCEPTED! 

This said, PLEASE communicate with me if you are facing dilemmas. Life DOES happen.  

Classroom Courtesy: To facilitate learning, PLEASE turn your full attention to class activities. Refrain 
from using your cell phone, listening to electronic devices, doing homework from other classes, or 
visiting with classmates during our 50 minutes together.  Disorderly conduct and abusive language will 
not be tolerated (per Student Code of Conduct). 

Plagiarism: All assignments must be your own work. Students who plagiarize someone’s work or 
allow their work to be misused by another student will automatically fail ENG101. There is a complete 
plagiarism policy in the student handbook as well. http://www.wwcc.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/student-handbook.pdf (32) 
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Class Meeting Dates and Key Assignment Due Dates: 

NOTES:  
This is a ROUGH outline, some assignments WILL BE added (or subtracted) as need arises. Most weeks will overlap. 
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are classified as participation/attendance assignments. 
 

ALWAYS be certain to check the WEEKLY SYNOPSIS Module to get 
a more detailed lesson plan of assignments and specific homework. 
 
EVEN IF YOU ARE ABSENT, you are still responsible for 
information and homework due dates. 
 
 
Week One (June 19 to June 22) 
Class Introductions 
Sentence structure and parts of speech 
Synthesis and Creativity  
Synthesizing the EBC (Evidence-Based Claim) 
Writing Synopsis and Summary statements 
Critical Analysis ZERO and FIRST DRAFTS 
 
Week Two (June 26 to June 29) 
Sentence structure and parts of speech 
Developing Formal and Academic Voice 
Reading and Discussions of Articles TBA 
Creating the “Ammo Dump” or “Evidence Morgue” 
Using quotes and citations (MLA) 
Assertions and Assumptions 
 
Week Three (July 3 – July 6) 
No Class Tuesday, July 4 
Zero and First Drafts of Argumentative/Explanatory Paper #1 due  
Sentence structure and parts of speech 
Organizing the Argument  
Using quotes and citations (MLA) 
Mid Term (Assessment): THURSDAY, JULY 6 (NO OTHER TIME) 
 
Week Four (July 10 to July 13) 

Second and Third Draft of Argumentative/Explanatory Paper #1 due 
Vetting 
Introductions and Conclusions 
MACRO and MICRO claims 
Finding self-selected source 
Ethos, pathos and logos 
Sentence structure and parts of speech  
Academic and Formal Voice 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
 
 
Week Five (July 17 to July 20) 

Sentence structure and parts of speech 
Active Voice versus Passive Voice 
Avoiding the word “that” 
Zero and First Drafts of Argumentative/Explanatory Paper #2 due 
 



Week Six (July 24 to July 27) 

Second and Third Drafts of Explanatory/Argumentative paper #2 due 
Review of parts of speech and sentence structure 
Final Vetting 
 
Week Seven (July 31 to Aug 3) 

PORTFOLIOS DUE TUESDAY, August 1 

Final Exam (assessment): Thursday, August 3rd (NO OTHER TIME!) 
 
NOTE: The rough drafts MUST accompany final drafts, or no credit possible!   
  



POLS&202 

 American Government 

Spring 2017 
 

 

Instructor:   Jim Peitersen 

Office:  #8 (Main Academic Building) 

Office Hours: 8:30-9:20, 10:30-11:20, or by appointment 

Phone:  527-4601 (Direct), 522-2500 (Main Desk) 

E-Mail:  james.peitersen@wwcc.edu 

Required Text: GOVT 6 Sidlow & Henschen.  6th Ed. 2015. Wadsworth.  Boston, 
MA.  ISBN:  9781285437422 

Text Website:
 http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=16&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=168859584
71976107159386945302109350057&Ntx=mode+matchallpartial 

 

Required Items:  Two (2) packages Scantron sheets & #2 Pencils 

  

 

Description 
Study of the processes and institutions of national politics in America, with 
special attention to relations between popular political interests and 
federal government operations. Course provides an understanding to how our 
national government works in response to legitimate political needs. Content 
is provided via: lecture, discussion, videos and current supplementary 
readings. Recommended: READ 098. 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes  

·  Demonstrate knowledge of the basic framework of the American political system (historical   
and current).  

·  Show the ability to analyze the various political processes within the American political 
system.  

·  Articulate the historical changes in the American Political system.  

·  Demonstrate a working knowledge of the principal of federalism.  

·  Recognize the differences between Civil Liberties and Civil Rights.  

http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=16&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=16885958471976107159386945302109350057&Ntx=mode+matchallpartial
http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=16&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=16885958471976107159386945302109350057&Ntx=mode+matchallpartial


·  Develop a working knowledge of the various governmental agencies (local, state, federal, 
Congress, Executive Office, Judiciary, Federal Bureaucracy, etc.).  

·  Explain how the Mass Media & Interest Groups affect change within the American Political 
system.  

 
Course Topics  

·  General examination of the significant terms/definitions used to describe politics  

·  General examination of the “body politic” (American public)  

·  Brief historical overview of the formation of the country  

·  Historical overview of the creation of the U.S. Constitution  

·  Examination of Civil Rights & Liberties  

·  Examination of the history of Federalism in the U.S.  

·  Study the role of the mass media in the U.S. political system  

·  Study the role of interest groups in the U.S. political system  

·  Examination of nominations/campaigns/elections in the U.S. political system  

·  Historical overview of the development of the two-party system in the U.S  

·  Examination of the Federal “branches” (Legislative, Executive, Judicial, Bureaucratic)  

Student Expectations 
 Students should expect the highest level of professionalism, integrity, 
communication, and empathy from the instructor.  Learning is a “process” that 
involves teachers and students, which are sometimes reversed in their roles. 

 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis.  You are 

expected to arrive for class on time and stay until it is completed. Excused, 
and persistent, absences will be dealt with individually, but may still affect 
your final grade calculation. 

 

Homework Policy 
The volume of information covered in this course is significant.  

Because of this, you will be required to read outside of class.  There will be 
periodic quizzes over the material covered in the textbook and the lectures.  
The weekly political reports will require the student to research material 
outside of class.  The group assignments will also require you to work outside 
of class. 

 

Testing Policy 
Periodic exams will cover specific information.  A semi-comprehensive 

final exam will constitute the remainder of the graded assignments.  Unless 



otherwise specified, all graded assignments must be typed, in a standardized 
academic format.  Plagiarism of any kind will result in the student receiving 
a failing grade (F) in the class. Assignments are due no later than the date 
on the syllabus and exams may not be taken late, without prior approval of the 
instructor.  If you must miss an assignment due date or an exam, please 
contact me to arrange for a time of completion prior to your absence. 

All group/video activities must be completed in-person, in-class. 

 

GRADING Scale   

 

The final grade for the class will be calculated as follows: 

 

  Chapter Quizzes (30 points each) 300 points 

  (Chapters 1-5,7,9-12, 14) 

  Canvas Discussion Forum    20 points   

Mid-Term Chapter Essay Exam   100 points 

  Activities (10)(10 pts. each)       100 points 

  Reports (10)(25 pts. each)  250 points 

  Final Exam  (Ch. 14)           230 points 

  (Chapter & Comprehensive Essays) 

   

       Total Points = 1000 

 

A = 100-93% A- = 92-90% B+ = 89-87% B = 86-83% B- = 82-80% C+ = 79-77% C = 76-
73% C- = 72-70% D+ = 69-67% D = 66-60% F = 59-0% 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
College classes are designed for adults, and the expectation is that 

everyone will respect the learning environment (which includes the instructor 
and the other students).  Disruptions of any kind will not be tolerated in 
class.  Anyone being disruptive will be asked to immediately leave the class.  
Repeated disruptions will result in the student being dropped from the class, 
with a failing grade.  Arrive on time, and leave only when the instructor 
releases the class.  Please turn off and store all electronic devices (cell 
phones, pagers, pda’s, laptops, cd/mp3/dvd players, etc.) before attending 
class.  You may eat/drink in class, as long as you do it quietly and properly 
dispose of your trash. 

 



Bilingual Language Assistance 
 The college provides assistance (tutoring, counseling, funding, etc.) 
for persons with limited English skills and for those who are bilingual.  
Please contact the SDC (Student Development Center) for assistance. 

 

Disabilities Accommodations 
 Reasonable accommodations will be afforded to individuals with 
documented disabilities.  Please notify me concerning any accommodations as 
early as possible.  If you have any questions concerning this issue, please 
contact Claudia Angus (WWCC Disabilities Coordinator) @ 527-4262. 

 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

Walla Walla Community College District No. 20 (WWCC) is committed to 
providing equal opportunity and nondiscrimination for all educational and 
employment applicants, as well as for its students and employed staff, without 
regard to race, color, creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, 
including gender expression/identity; genetic information, marital status, age 
(over 40); the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability; the 
use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability; 
or, status as a Vietnam and/or disabled veteran, National Guard member or 
reservist; in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, the Federal Rehabilitation of 1973, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and any other applicable Federal and 
Washington State laws against discrimination. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

  

Week One (March 29-31): 

 Introduction to Course 

 Read Chapter One of Text 

 Lectures & Discussion – American Politics Overview 

Week Two (April 3-7): 

Finish Chapter One 

Tuesday – Exam 1 (M/C) 

Read Chapter Two 

Tuesday – Reports Due (Topic - Constitution) 

 Lectures & Discussion – U.S. Constitution 

 Thursday – (Canvas Discussion Forum Assignment) 

 Friday – No Class 

Week Three (April 10-14): 

 Finish Chapter Two 



 Wednesday – Exam 2 (M/C) 

Read Chapter Three 

 Thursday – Reports Due (Topic - State’s Rights) 

 Lectures & Discussion – Federalism 

Week Four (April 17-21): 

 Finish Chapter Three 

 Tuesday - Exam 3 (M/C) 

 Read Chapter Four 

 Wednesday – Reports Due (Topic – Campus Free Speech) 

 Lecture & Discussion – Civil Liberties  

Week Five (April 24-28): 

 Monday – Exam 4 (M/C) 

 Read Chapter Five 

Tuesday – Reports Due (Topic – Religious Liberty) 

 Lectures & Discussion – Civil Rights 

Week Six (May 1-5): 

 Monday – Exam 5 (M/C) & Mid-Term Chapter Essay Exam 

Read Chapter Seven 

Tuesday – Reports Due (Topic – Republican Party) 

Lectures & Discussion – Political Parties 

Friday - Exam 7 (M/C) 

Week Seven (May 8-12): 

 Monday – Reports Due (Topic – Elections) 

Read Chapter Nine 

 Lectures & Discussion – Campaigns/Elections 

 Wednesday – No Class (Advising Day) 

 Friday – Exam 9 (M/C) 

Week Eight (May 15-19): 

 Monday – Reports Due (Topic – Mass Media) 

 Read Chapter 10 

Lectures – Media & Politics 

Thursday – Exam 10 (M/C) 

Friday – Reports Due (Topic – Congress) 

Week Nine (May 22-26): 

 Read Chapter Eleven 

 Lectures & Discussion – Congress 

 Wednesday – Exam 11 (M/C) 

 Thursday – Reports Due (Topic - Presidency) 

 Read Chapter Twelve  

Week Ten (May 29-June 2) 

Monday – No Class (Memorial Day) 

Lectures & Discussion – The Executive Branch 



Wednesday – Exam 12 (M/C) 

Thursday – Reports Due (Topic – Supreme Court) 

 Read Chapter 14 

 Lectures & Discussion – Judicial Branch 

Week Eleven (June 5-7) 

 Finals Week 

 Wednesday – Final Exam (Room 114, 12:30-2:30 PM) (Chapter 14 – Two Essays) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canvas Discussion 
Forum Assignment 

 

 

 

 

Each student must log on to the Canvas POLS&202 Spring 2017 section of 
this class and participate in the assigned discussion forum activity. 

 

You must initially introduce yourself and post your thoughts about the 
U.S. Constitution (structure, clarity, completeness, strengths, 
weaknesses, etc.) 

 

You must then respond (substantial comments) to posts by three different 
class members in the discussion thread. 

 

You will be graded on: 

 

Completing the required portions of the assignment. 



Relative quality of your posts. 

 

This activity is worth 20 points. 

 

 

 
 

AllSides.com 
Political Reports 

 

The objective of this assignment is that student’s will research and 
summarize political viewpoints from three different perspectives (Left, 
Center, Right – from allsides.com) – topics aligned with each assigned 
chapter (2-14). 

 

Assignment: 

 

• List the source/title/author/date for the chosen articles 
• Provide a short (one or two paragraph) assessment for each article 
• Choose the most compelling article, and provide reasons for your 

choice 
• Share your views on the topic   

 

This is not a formal research assignment (“think piece” writing style, 
but traditional academic formatting (typed, single-sided, double-spaced, 
12 pt. font, etc.) and citations are required. 

 

Grading will be based on: 

 

• Appropriate choice of articles 
• Critical assessment of the articles 
• Supported reasons for choosing the most compelling article 



• Grammar/Punctuation/Structure (lesser degree) 
• Completeness 

 

Reports are due the first day of each chapter discussion (as listed in 
the syllabus). 

 

This assignment will be worth 25 points (each assigned week). 

 
Writing Assignment 

 

 

Think Piece: What is it? 

 

 A think piece is an informal writing assignment.  When writing a 
think piece, the style and format (punctuation, spelling, and grammar) 
are less important than the content (ideas, hypothesis.)  The 
style/format issues are still important, but at a lesser extent than in 
formal writing assignments.  In a “think piece” the student is expected 
to think and write “freely.”  This method puts more emphasis on how and 
why the student arrives at a specific answer or hypothesis concerning 
the assigned work. 

 

 When writing a think piece, the student must focus on the assigned 
task.  It is not a true “free-writing” assignment, where all style and 
format issues are ignored.  The intent behind the assignment is to have 
the student focus on the issues presented in the article, book, video, 
journal, or website.  I expect that the student expend most of their 
“energy” analyzing the content of the assigned task, then use reason, 
intuition, and experience to formulate an answer. 

 

 I will make extensive comments on the first “think piece” 
assignment, so that each student can use the information to improve the 
subsequent assignments.  If there are any further questions concerning 
these assignments, please see me during my office hours. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student Grade Tally Sheet 
 

Chapter 1   Report  1 _____  Activities 

M/C  _____  Report  2 _____  (Group/Video)   

    Report  3 _____  (Individual/Discussion)  

    Report  4 _____  1. _____  

Chapter 2   Report  5 _____  2. _____  

M/C  _____  Report  6 _____  3. _____  

    Report  7 _____  4. _____ 

    Report  8 _____  5. _____ 

Chapter 3   Report  9 _____  6. _____ 

M/C  _____  Report 10 _____  7. _____ 

    Total     _____  8. _____ 

        9. _____ 

Chapter 4       10._____  

M/C  _____       Total  _____  

        

 

Chapter 5                          

M/C  _____         

            

           

Chapter 7      

M/C  _____            

         

            

Chapter 9   Mid-Term Chapter Essay _____     

M/C  _____         

    Final Chapter Essay _____     

             

Chapter 10   Comp. Essay        _____      



M/C  _____  Total    _____      

 

 

Chapter 11 _____ 

M/C 

 

 

Chapter 12   Chapter Quizzes _____  A  = 93-100% 

M/C  _____       A- = 90-92% 

    Essays  _____  B+ = 87-89% 

         B  = 83-86% 

Chapter 14 _____  Reports   _____  B- = 80-82% 

M/C         C+ = 77-79% 

    Activities  _____  C  = 73-76% 

Total  _____       C  = 70-72% 

    Extra Credit _____  D+ = 67-69% 

         D  = 60-66% 

    Canvas Activity _____  F  =  0-59% 

          

    Grand Total (1000)_____ 
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