
S
oon the tumor in Maggie’s body was the size of 
a cantaloupe.  Her breathing became labored 
and rapid.  Growing more concerned every day, 
Maggie’s parents wanted the best help in the 
world for their sick little girl.

One sleepless night, while researching treatment options, 
Maggie’s mom spotted the name of Dr. Susan Cohn, 
MD, an internationally recognized expert on treating 
neuroblastoma at Comer Children’s Hospital at the 
University of Chicago.

“I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, there is someone 
in my state who’s an expert on this,’” 
Breanna Leander said.

What Breanna did not yet know was 
that with the help of generous donors like you, 
Comer Children’s Hospital had created a world-class 
cancer treatment team led by Dr. Cohn.  The 
University of Chicago Medicine also provided the team 
with state-of-the-art equipment and tools to help them 

win the battle over cancer in young 
children like Maggie.

Maggie and her parents came to the 
hospital to meet Dr. Cohn.  They 
were impressed with her warm, 
relaxed nature and “confident but 
cautious” approach.  They decided 
they wanted Dr. Cohn and her team 
to take care of their precious little girl. 

“Here’s this leading expert from the 
University of Chicago, and she told me  
I could call her at home if I had any 
questions,” Leander said.  “It was 
unheard of.”

Dr. Cohn and her team immediately went to work.  They 
completed tests, then started inpatient chemotherapy.  
The team monitored Maggie’s progress several times a day.  
Treatment continued for four long weeks.
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It was the most horrible news imaginable.  
When little Maggie Leander was only 10 days 
old, her parents learned she had cancer.  Cancer 
of the nerve cells, called neuroblastoma.
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100 Happy Children
In the spring of 2012 Dr. Dana L. Suskind 
successfully performed the 100th pediatric 
cochlear implant surgery at the University 
of Chicago Medicine.  Patient number 100 
was one-year-old Cordero Rice.  He had 
been deaf since birth.  

Now, thanks to Dr. Suskind and her team, 
Cordero and 99 other children can hear.  
Generous donations to the University of 
Chicago Medicine helped make this 
accomplishment possible.  Thank you.

You Helped Save Darryl’s Life
In March 2011, Darryl Williams of Westchester, Illinois, was critically ill with 
sarcoidosis, an inflammatory disease that attacked his heart, liver and kidneys.

To save his life, Williams became the 11th person in the country 
– and the 4th at the University of Chicago Medicine – to 
undergo a rare heart-liver-kidney transplant.

“We are proud to have one of the most successful programs of its 
kind in the world,” said J. Michael Millis, MD, chief of transplant 
surgery.  The operation was a success.  A year later, Williams 

passed the crucial one-year follow-up with flying colors. 

“My organs are not showing any signs of rejection 
whatsoever,” Williams said.  “I haven’t felt this good in 
years.”  Williams returned to work as a software design/
test engineer in May. 

Darryl Williams is alive today 
because of your generosity.

Maggie’s tumor began to shrink.  Her liver, which had been marbled with cancer, 
began to clear.  Her parents were elated.  Maggie was on the road to recovery.

Soon, with her cancer in remission and her liver clear, Maggie was released from the 
hospital.  She returns to see Dr. Cohn just twice a year for follow-up appointments.

“There’s no way I’m going anywhere else,” Leander said.  “People have told me 
Dr. Cohn is the best in the country.  I think so too.” 

All our University of Chicago Medicine donors share in Maggie’s victory over cancer.  Your 
gifts helped make Dr. Cohn’s work toward finding a cure for children with cancer possible.  
Thank you.
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A Note From 
The Vice President
Dear Friends,

Welcome to FOREFRONT.  This 
little publication is designed to give 
you a brief glimpse at how your 
gifts are making a difference in the 
lives of patients and helping 
advance important medical 
research at the University of 
Chicago Medicine.

We are so grateful for your 
support.  Your gifts make a 
tremendous difference in the 
quality of care we are able to 
provide our patients.

I hope you will be inspired by 
these stories.  This newsletter is 
full of optimism and hope thanks 
to your generosity.

Please also know that we 
encourage and welcome your 
continued support.

Gratefully yours,

Laila M. Rashid
Vice President and Associate Dean
University of Chicago Medicine

grateful for 
your support

Your generous gifts helped save these lives!



Four-Year-Old Suffers 
up to 100 Seizures a Day
University of Chicago Doctors Find Cure for Nathan

For months, little Nathan 
Kalina had 60 to 100 
seizures every day . . . an 
average of one every 18 

minutes.  He wore a face mask and 
a helmet to protect him from 
seizure-related falls.

Nathan had myoclonic-astatic 
epilepsy, also known as Doose 
syndrome.

The Kalinas, who live in 
Naperville, Illinois, tried to get 
Nathan help at one hospital, then 
another.  They tried 
many drugs and even a 
special high-fat diet. 

Nothing worked.  The 
family gave up on 
plans to send Nathan 
to preschool. 

Then a friend recommended the 
family take Nathan to see Dr. 
Michael Kohrman, MD, director 
of the pediatric epilepsy program at 
the University of Chicago Medicine 
Comer Children’s Hospital.

Dr. Kohrman tried another drug.  
It helped a little but not enough. 

Next, Kohrman had Nathan 
evaluated for surgery.

Pediatric neurosurgeon Leila 
Khorasani, MD, implanted a vagus 
nerve stimulator in Nathan’s little 
body.  The stimulator is powered 
by a small battery implanted in 
Nathan’s chest.

The stimulator sends a tiny 
electric shock to the vagus nerve 
in the brain stem every five 
minutes.  The tiny shock causes a 
painless little tickle at the back of 
Nathan’s throat.

The seizures began to stop.  One 
month later Nathan was seizure-free.

“He’s completely recovered and 
suffered no long-term 
damage,” said Nathan’s mom, 
Megan Kalina. “His 
milestones have caught up, 

he’s growing like a 
weed, and we can 
breathe again.”

On the one-year 
anniversary of Nathan’s 
surgery, Dr. Kohrman 
received an email from 

Megan Kalina.  “You gave us our 
son back,” she wrote, “and 
Nathan his future back.”

Megan Kolina’s email to Dr. 
Kohrman is also a word of 
encouragement and thanks to 
all University of Chicago 
Medicine donors.  Your 
gifts helped make this 
wonderful story possible. 

Editor’s note:  In 
September, Nathan 
entered 
kindergarten 
without any 
protective gear.

“We can 
breathe 
again.”

Nathan and his dad, after 
   treatment by University of 
      Chicago Medicine 
           doctors stopped 
                Nathan’s seizures.

Your generous gifts helped save these lives!



 

I support life-saving research and care
Yes, I want my gift to help children with cancer like 
Maggie and apply the findings of the University of 
Chicago Medicine’s talented researchers to create life-
saving cures and treatments.  Most of all, I want to 
support the University of Chicago Medicine and make 
sure state-of-the-art medical care is available to those 
who need it most.  

 ® [last gift x 1] ® [last gift x 1.5] ® [last gift x 2] 
 ® I am enclosing a gift of $_____________________ to help.
 

All gifts to the University of Chicago Medicine are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
5801 South Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Il 60637 

CREDIT CARD
® I wish to give by credit card: 
 ® Visa   ® MasterCard   
 ® American Express   ® Discover

 CARD NUMBER              

NAME ON CARD (Please Print)            

 EXP DATE            

  SIGNATURE                                    

Please make any necessary changes to 
your name and address.

 EMAIL ADDRESS                                   

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICINE RESEARCH DISCOVERY

Bees stop growth of prostate cancer
Thanks to University of Chicago Medicine researchers and 
University of Chicago Medicine donors, the sticky stuff that 
bees use to patch up holes in their hives might someday be 
used to help treat prostate cancer.  Researchers found that 
the active ingredient in honeybee hive propolis stops early-
stage prostate cancer by blocking tumor cells’ ability to 
detect nutrition sources.

“So it doesn’t kill the cancer, but it basically will 
indefinitely stop prostate cancer proliferation,” 
said genomics researcher Richard 
Baker Jones, Ph.D., senior author of 
the study published in Cancer 
Prevention Research. 

Noteworthy
Recently at University of Chicago 
Medicine ...
•	 Nurses give free flu shots to taxi drivers to 

stop the spread of the flu
•	 University HealthSystem Consortium 

grants us an award for Supplier Diversity
•	 A record number of runners (1,139!) raised 

money for children’s research on October 
14 through the Corner Kids Classic

QUICK STAT

6in10 
adults now get physical activity by walking.

Adults need at least 150 minutes of 
moderate physical activity per 
week.  More and more people are 
getting their activity via a brisk 
walk.  Are you?

Quick tip: start a walking group 
with friends and neighbors!

Thank you for saving lives at 
University of Chicago Medicine. 
Giving you a quick tip to stay 
healthy is the least we could do!

Stage 4 Neck Cancer Victim 
Survives Without Surgery
Craig Martin of Libertyville, Illinois, was wiping 
the sweat off his face after finishing a 10-mile run in 
2009.  Startled, he felt a lump under his left jaw.

Martin, a father of three, suspected a sinus infection.  
But the doctor’s diagnosis was grim.  Craig had stage 
4 tonsil cancer.  Craig met with the team at the Uni-

versity of Chicago Medicine.  The treatment worked.  Martin’s cancer 
went into remission and no surgery was required.

Craig is now back to serious running and biking, and says, “Even 
when I was at my sickest, the team at the University of Chicago made 
me feel strong because of their confidence.”


