
WWCC Faculty and Staff Responses to: 

The Advisor Certification offers a brief taste of Transfer land and the scope of transfer planning and the 
educational planning that goes with it for our students. 

One movement that has potential high impact for transfer is the Guided Pathways. 

What do you know about Guided Pathways and what is your gut reaction to it?  Do you think it might be a 
good thing for our students?  Why or why not? 

-From WWCC Advisor Certification 

 

Sep 19, 2017 at 2:06pm 

I love the idea of the guided pathways....it helps students see how and where to progress.  I hate "lockstep 
education", so I want there to be some flexibility, but it is heartbreaking to see students who have either self 
advised or been poorly advised, who think they are ready for one outcome when really they have much more 
work to do before they can move forward.  More education is good.  Efficient education is good.  Just the right 
amount, in the pathway they desire, is even better! 

Sep 19, 2017 at 2:42pm 

Guided Pathways  

Here is a some detail about it: 

Develop and implement Guided Pathways to increase student retention, progress, and completions. The 
Guided Pathways lnitiative at WWCC will reflect the goals established at the state level, which includes four 
priorities: 

a. lncrease completions rates for community college students 

b. Close the equity gap and increase success for underrepresented, low-income, and first-generation students 

c. lncrease transfer rates for community college students 

d. Offer professional development opportunities that will inspire teaching and learning excellence to support 
student success and strong communities 

Worthwhile endeavor on our parts as instructors and coaches to continue mentoring students toward 
completion and transfer. 

Sep 19, 2017 at 7:26pm 

The largest problems with the guided pathways is collaboration is critical to implementing guided pathways. 
Faculty and advisors need to work together to map out program pathways, cooperating within and across 
departments to define sequences of courses that students can take to fulfill program requirements. Once the 
maps are implemented, they must work together to guide, monitor, and support students as they enter and 
make progress along program pathways. 



  

Sep 19, 2017 at 3:39pm 

I only know a bit about Guided Pathways, but whatever we can give these students as far as some guidance is 
good. Like my self, some may not even know there is a career available to them in some fields they haven't 
heard of before. New things are emerging with technologies all the time. I think it can only help our students 
to find themselves easier if need be. 

Sep 19, 2017 at 7:23pm 

My guy reaction is we have been doing this for 15+ years and it starts the argument does college exist for the 
experience of learning and exploring or the bigger picture of getting gainful employment.Most students do not 
complete degrees in two years if they wander or explore other areas.Many students struggle with full-time 
enrollment for some students guided pathways are perfect if they are prepared for this route. We are trying to 
stop the students meandering and varied pathways through college. I tell students to explore all they can but 
with the new requirements and completion rates it is more important for student to know the ultimate goal 
and guided pathways will help those who have a goal in mind when starting school 

Sep 20, 2017 at 2pm 

I'm trying to have an open mind but are struggling mightily. I think, in may ways, it is extra confusing as we 
need to have conversation as to how pathways relate to A&S divisions."  So far, most of the pathways 
discussions have been by VP's and Deans. We need to have more faculty involvement! 

Sep 20, 2017 at 2:14pm 

I believe that guided pathways are where we need to go at the institution level, while still maintaining 
flexibility with other transfer degrees such as the AA, AS, etc. for the students who are unprepared to select a 
major and continue to explore their true passions and interests.  It has been refreshing to see decisive 
students begin at WWCC and complete at WSU within four years, then transition seamlessly into the 
workforce.  It saddens me that this is the exception not the norm.  Since we have completed several AAS-T 
pathways to specific majors, it has eased the conversation that I have with students, and they feel as if they 
are already a "Coug" "Beaver" or "Vandal" as well as a Warrior.  It also makes it very clear what the 
consequences are for drastically changing majors mid-stream.  Having common core classes within a pathway 
also helps to provide a student with the ability to change a 'concentration' within a major area of study.  This is 
why I support guided pathways. 

Sep 21, 2017 at 9:02am 

I think that there are can be some very good results for guiding students with the Guided Pathways ideas. This 
can be very good for those students that have a general idea of what they are interested in, but aren't really 
sure about degrees available and career options in there areas of interest. In the Ag area we have worked very 
hard with our regional university partners to develop pathways to degrees at these institutions. These 
"Roadmaps" to degrees have been very good for students in our areas. 

 

 



Sep 21, 2017 at 2:21pm 

What do you know about Guided Pathways and what is your guy reaction to it? 

My guy reaction is we need all the help I can get, so Guided Pathways is a great idea! 

Options are always good, with a clear way to complete what we start. 

Sep 21, 2017 at 2:36pm 

Guided pathways can help to increase completion rates and more transfer. Save time and money. It is the 
student choice and what we can offer. Why not, guided pathways can be a good addition. 

Sep 22, 2017 at 2:02pm 

I see the guided pathways as kind of a roadmap for the students and the advisors. It allows the student to see 
a clear picture of what they need to accomplish to complete their degree.  

Sep 22, 2017 at 2:11pm 

As a member of the Guided Pathways committee, I am a very strong proponent of the idea.  I think that with 
proper advising, with buy in from the students at the beginning, and with a solid plan in place, students will be 
able to maximize their dollars and get the education that they want.  It's all about good planning and 
recognition of a student's abilities.  With the tightening of financial aid, this is the only way to go. 

Sep 24, 2017 at 2:05pm 

I wasn't sure what the right answer was here so I started by searching for "Guided Pathways" on the WWCC 
website and this is what I found: 

Develop and implement Guided Pathways to increase student retention, progress, and completions. The 
Guided Pathways lnitiative at WWCC will reflect the goals established at the state level, which includes four 
priorities: 

lncrease completions rates for community college students; 

Close the equity gap and increase success for underrepresented, low-income, and first-generation students; 

lncrease transfer rates for community college students; 

Offer professional development opportunities that will inspire teaching and learning excellence to support 
student success and strong communities. 

In reading these priorities, it makes me think strongly of TRiO Student Support Services which is a federally-
funded grant that provides support for first-generation, low income, and students with disabilities.  Students 
should be encouraged to check their eligibility because it opens the doors to advising, transfer planning, 
campus visits, cultural enrichment, books, scholarships, workshops, and much more!  It is a great community 
geared towards helping students be successful at WWCC and transfer on.  Unfortunately, that doesn't always 



apply for students in professional/technical programs so they may not always qualify.  But it is great place to 
get help with these guided pathways! 

Sep 25, 2017 at 3:15pm 

I honestly still feel like I don't know much, even after the discussion at the all campus meeting last week. I 
would like to know more and better understand how guided pathways would be beneficial to students.  

Sep 27, 2017 at 10:53am 

I don't have any experience with guided pathways as we don't advise students in anything except barbering or 
cosmetology.  If we have a student that wants to take other classes I usually ask for help from other advisers. I 
think the use of the pathways is a good idea it helps them get a clearer path navigating a strange world of 
education. 

Oct 1, 2017 at 10:39am 

My feeling is that Guided Pathways will be a net positive for most students. A potential downside is that some 
students might be in a position where they can take a more exploratory approach to education and prefer not 
to take the most efficient route to a degree. Hopefully that flexibility will still exist. Another possibility is that a 
student's guided pathway, for reasons of standardization, doesn't mesh well with the particular transfer 
institution that the student is interested in. 

Oct 3, 2017 at 3:34pm 

I agree with you, it is too bad we cannot give students the opportunity for career exploration. But, I guess 
funding and adult learners timelines are set up for a more point-to-point trip than the scenic route. 

Oct 2, 2017 at 4:01pm 

I REALLY like the idea of guided pathways, as long as there are options for switching between pathways when, 
for example, someone thinks of being a pre-med student then realizes that psychology is really their passion.  
We guide students along pathways anyway--this just makes it explicit and perhaps more user friendly.  I think 
that it will only work, though, if we have some way to make career exploration happen for our students.  CE 
100?  

Oct 3, 2017 at 3:31pm 

I have a question regarding the transfer guide before I attempt to answer about guided pathways. In 
Clarkston, many students transfer to Lewis and Clark State College (LCSC). I was talking to a student who had 
transferred to LCSC for education. She claims that most of her WWCC classes did not transfer. I was going to 
look into that  a little more, but couldn't find a course equivalency for LCSC courses. Did I miss it? 

As for guided pathways, I feel like I have a conflicted opinion about whether it is a good thing for our students. 
I believe that for some students--those who are driven and know exactly what they want to do, this is a good 
thing. But, does this type of student really need it or are they so driven and dedicated, they know where they 
are going and the pathway to get there regardless of us furnishing this tool. To them, it may feel like another 
hoop to jump through if we made them commit to exploring  guided pathways. But, for the student we were 
talking about in the last module, those who need career exploration resources, what do pathways offer them? 



Or those who know what they want to do--they have the end goal clearly in mind, but they cannot get there 
due to unrealistic career goals. What do Guided pathways offer them beyond rubbing it in that they can see 
where they want to go, but cannot get there. I would think an intensive conversation about realistic goal 
setting and matching career aspirations to aptitude, maybe with education about how to access resources 
might be a more beneficial tool for students.  

Oct 4, 2017 at 10:55am 

I think Guided Pathways are useful for students seeking a specific career.  It helps them "see" what it takes to 
get where they want to go. 

The EV program has a AAS-T degree articulated with WSU. EV students are able to transfer to other colleges as 
well, although it's not quite as seamless. Every school has different requirements and accepts different classes 
from WWCC.  I tell students that you will be able to get where you want to be, but it may require more than 
two additional years. 

Oct 10, 2017 at 10:49am 

I was informed about Guided Pathways back when Jess originally brought the idea up for WWCC.  It seemed to 
be a good idea to not only help our students, but also to help create a "path" from high school (through us) to 
the baccalaureate institutions.  Clarify career paths and tying them to the AA degrees and "majors" will 
certainly help students who are confused about the process of progressing through college.  It seems to model 
an idea that came up in College Council the other day - are we as ready for students as they are to come to us? 

The one issue I have with these guided pathways is that they might take away from what I (and others) see as 
an important aspect of the college experience - taking classes outside of your perceived interest areas.  If 
people only think in terms of "silos" then they will be less likely to experiment, which could ultimately cost 
them a chance to find something that they didn't know they would love to do. 

Oct 10, 2017 at 4:04pm 

I am definitely excited about Guided Pathways, because I think it provides a helpful connection between one's 
chosen degree and their corresponding career options. I also like its component of "stacked credentials", 
which provides a visual ladder with various entry/exit points for people to come back and further their 
education in order to open up corresponding career advancement opportunities (like for someone who 
already has their CNA and now wants to pursue their RN licensure).  

Oct 13, 2017 at 4:32pm 

I tend to favor Guided Pathways, for the simple reason that they are a student-centered approach, focused on 
success. It seems GP is a response to mistakes made in the past, in which students used a "cafeteria" model of 
picking and choosing courses randomly, with ample room for error. The simple truth is that for many students, 
the economic luxury of being "undecided" isn't an option, and they need to focus/plan much earlier. Bring on 
the Pathways!  

 

 



Oct 24, 2017 at 3:22pm 

What I know about guided pathways isn't much. I understand that it means having general areas of study that 
students follow that somehow magically end up being a specific degree at the end? lol ? 

I do like the idea of having support courses integrated into the specific area like is done in our workforce 
programs with OCSUPs. I particularly like the ideas I picked up at in-service regarding the initial quarters not 
being focused on placement testing and avoiding treating students like they are not actually prepared to be 
here...  

I think that I would need to have some example students meandering down a pathway to see how it's an 
efficient way to get a student from a general area of interest to a specific degree. 

Oct 25, 2017 at 2:45pm 

We've been talking about this a bunch at the state level in math.  We know that math is a huge barrier to 
completion for many of our students and have been discussing ways to create alternate pathways (like for 
STEM vs non-STEM tracks), or different ways to "on-ramp" into classes.  It is a complicated issue when all of 
our college offer slightly different classes and programs. 

Oct 25, 2017 at 5:03pm 

My initial reaction to Guided Pathways is that it will be beneficial for most of our students, but with any of 
these programs I often worry about what will happen with the truly undecided student, or that student that 
gets through a portion of the pathway and realizes it is not for them...but this is already an issue that has very 
specific and costly implications, and hopefully with more intentional career and life planning and exploration 
there will be fewer students in that bucket.  I am always a bit hesitant on anything that limits choices, but if 
done correctly and created with the real student in mind (not our ideal student) it can have a positive impact.  
We have been working on our portion of the Guided Pathways in Transitional Studies, I am excited to have a 
clear pathway for our students that will help them navigate their future.   

I did appreciate the information in this section.  I like my students to create a long term plan, and the steps 
they are going to take to achieve them.  Starting them out with the options, timelines, and requirements will 
be really beneficial.   

Oct 30, 2017 at 9:15pm 

I am vaguely familiar with Guided Pathways. 

My reaction is that it might be difficult for students to change once they are on a "path" but it helps with those 
students who get off track or lost easily. Also, having a specific path directed towards the institution that the 
student wants to transfer to would be highly beneficial to them and the advisor.  

I think, overall, Guided Pathways could work well but with the exception of the students who truly don't want 
to stick to the plan.  

 

 



Nov 3, 2017 at 11:55am 

My understanding of guided pathways is that students focus on a major or career field they are interested, the 
end goal, and then a guided path is suggested on how to get to the end goal.  My gut reaction is that there are 
benefits to guided pathways for many students, but for some it just will not fit.  I think that less and less 
responsibility on individual students is becoming part of the system.  I understand the reasons to try and make 
opportunities more equally available, and overall think that more students will be successful as a result of 
guided pathways. 

Nov 5, 2017 at 1:16pm 

Looking forward to having it fully implemented at WWCC! 

Nov 18, 2017 at 2:47pm 

I really don't know a lot about guided pathways, But from what I read it I feel that it is extremely valuable. Yes, 
I feel this would be the best thing for our students to keep them on a realistic path to accomplishing their 
goals in education. 

Nov 27, 2017 at 10:34am 

I am not really familiar with guided pathways however I think it is important to help our students as much as 
possible to help them save money and time so they can be successful and earn money for their futures. I know 
as a parent also with children entering college the thought of them waiting my money is a huge issue. If they 
are uncertain of a major it seems it would be easier to advise them but if they are certain it would be nice to 
help them connect to classes that would be most beneficial to their future.  Costs are so high these days and 
loans ect can cripple students if they don't finish a degree. 

Dec 5, 2017 at 1:41pm 

I know a little about the guided pathways as our attempt to increase retention, progress, and completions. 

As it should be, it seems to mainly be focused on increasing student success.  I do recall that at one time our 
state had "the right to fail" aspect of education.  Has that gone away?  I know we want students to be 
successful, but for some it can take an awful long time.  Do we just bail on these students due to financial aid 
constraints or try to redirect them into a program that they can succeed better in?  We can't just tell students 
that they can do whatever they want to do and be whoever they want to be anymore.  Personally I think that 
has been a huge disservice to many students who expect to for example get into the nursing program, who 
never can make the grade.  We need to look at what some of Europe is doing and follow aptitude guidelines to 
help nudge students in the correct directions.  Not everyone can be a welder, or a doctor, or a farrier, no 
matter how hard they try sometimes. 

Dec 12, 2017 at 9:48am 

I don’t know a lot about Guided Pathways, but from what I can glean, it seems like it could be really useful for 
students. My gut reaction is to embrace it, but I like planning things so that suits me. It might be a lot of work 
on the front end but ultimately it could help with completion and student success. I wonder about how easy it 
would be for students to switch paths. 



 Dec 14, 2017 at 1:34pm 

I have heard of it, but am not sure what it entails specifically.  I think it relates to retention, progress, and 
completion.  I am thinking it will create more clearly defined pathways from high school to community college 
to university.  I don't know what the plan is to create new "pathways" for retention and completion, but I 
imagine that are many things that could be done! 

On the surface, I do think that anything that improves retention, progress, and completion is a good thing.  
However, whatever we implement needs to be easily understood by students.  I think sometimes we have the 
best intentions, but can create confusion instead of improvement. 

Dec 29, 2017 at 10:41am 

Being an instructor in Transitional Studies for much of my life, I have seen and been  part of intensive 
counseling efforts to help students choose career paths, utilize strategies and resources to stay on chosen 
paths, and graduate.  I assume that is the philosophy of the Guided Pathways program.  I do not know how or 
what the finacial support for this progam will be. All I know is that it takes a dedicated team to help students 
gain success, especially those who have not had a successful pathway modeled for them.  Sonia Sotomayor is a 
great example of a person who succeeded even though she had many obstacles to overcome.  However, she 
had a model.  Guided Pathways must provide that model somehow.  I hope we, as a college, adopt this 
program because we have the dedicated staff to help it work.   

Jan 4, 2018 at 2:40pm 

I have mixed feelings about Guided Pathways... I feel as if Community College is a time to explore and at times 
this restricts the students. A lot students coming in do not have a clue what they would like to do for a career 
or even where they would like to transfer. If think  they know, it will most likely change by the time they leave 
the college. 

Jan 5, 2018 at 2:29pm 

Hello everyone, 

I am looking forward using Guided Pathways here at WWCC.  I am hoping that it will help all of us streamline 
the guidance that is provided to students, whether it is as the result of browsing our website or soliciting 
support from faculty and/or staff. 

Jan 11, 2018 at 9:12am 

I really don't know much about Guided Pathways, but my gut feeling from what I have heard about it is that it 
is a valuable resource.  This module is a great start for me to help students with transfer information, and 
anything that enhances that should be a good thing. 

Jan 19, 2018 at 12:43pm 

Guided pathways is going to make it so much easier to advise our students. I have looked at several websites 
from other schools and I'm impressed with how easy the process of planning classes is. Students will be able 
to see what classes they will need to take. I know there are going to be some glitches and the process may not 
work for all students, but overall, I think it's a great idea. 



Jan 25, 2018 at 1:17pm 

I am looking forward to the implementation of Guided Pathways. I think it will benefit out students and make 
advising easier for faculty and staff. 

Jan 29, 2018 at 3:59pm 

I have not seen this model in action but from what I have read it is promising. Anything that can make the 
process more effective,efficient and student friendly is worth considering. Predictable schedules set based on 
analysis of courses students need to progress on their plans and programs fully mapped out and aligned with 
further education and career advancement is key to effectiveness, efficiency and student and college success. 

Feb 5, 2018 at 1:43pm 

I was not familiar with Guided Pathways until I visited the SBCTC webpage.  "Students get intensive, targeted 
advising to choose a path, stay on the path, learn what they need to know and graduate." 

Feb 13, 2018 at 7:19am 

I am a firm believer in the Guided Pathways process. Although it is a large undertaking, the more transparent 
we can be the easier it will be for students to enroll and complete! 

Feb 17, 2018 at 6:42pm 

We’ve had a few meetings and information sessions on guided pathways and it feels we are in the early stages 
of the process.  It’s difficult to know impact or usefulness until it’s implemented.  I believe having a clear 
pathway for students to follow is a good thing.  College is complex in general, so if we can help students 
understand a streamlined version of their goals I see it as a benefit.  I just hope it doesn’t eliminate those 
unique course offerings that don’t show up on a guided pathway.       

Feb 23, 2018 at 7:39am 

What I know of Guided Pathways is that it guides students on a career path by letting them see what courses 
in what different schools of the college are necessary in order for them to obtain a degree that has the desired 
career path as an outcome.  I am not sure on the more specific details.  I think that this is a good thing for our 
students.  If presented to students properly it lets them see their career path and degree from a macro level, 
giving them an overview that puts each individual class in perspective.  I think any project that would give 
students a higher level of awareness about each individual piece of the overall journey puts the learning 
experience in perspective relative to their degree.  I am interested to see the development of the Guided 
Pathways Project as it becomes more solidified. 

Apr 7, 2018 at 2:57pm 

Guided Pathways provide an option for focus. The more focus a student has the better chances for success 
and direction. This includes possible success for the adviser as well.  

This being said, Guided Pathways cannot be too rigid. They must provide space and time for changing majors 
and epiphanies. 



I think of my own son who changed his career and major at least four times before he graduated with a degree 
in anthropology and sociology and settling into a successful career in the banking industry. 

He abandoned the guided pathways during his third year in school. 

Apr 9, 2018 at 10:30am 

Not yet familiar with Guided Pathways, but mapping pathways for transfer students to reach their educational 
goals I think would be an essential part of being an advisor. It should be something that is started in the 
student's first semester of school. Do not want students wasting time & money on coursework that is not on 
the pathway. 

Apr 11, 2018 at 2:16pm 

I think the trick with Guided Pathways is that "our students" is such an incredibly broad term. For our 
returning adults and for some of our new high school grads, sure, this might really make their lives clear and 
simplified. I think for others of "our students" this is a further step down the path of the commodification of 
education. I think it would be unfortunate if a student in exploratory mode somehow felt they were out of the 
appropriate stream of their education because of that exploration.  

Apr 23, 2018 at 2:10pm 

I know a little about Guided Pathways. I think it's a great idea to stream line processes and increase student 
understanding of career and program options.  It will hopefully result in students completing their degree 
requirements in less time, higher completion rates, and they will be entering the work force earlier. It may 
also result in fewer financial aid problems and a decrease in loan amounts for students.     

May 4, 2018 at 4:38pm 

I honestly don't know a lot about it. The current lack of funds has us strapped tight to our budget with our 
class rooms packed to beyond what I believe to be ideal numbers.  Not enough training equipment for the 
number of students. Now more programs and directions for them to choose the second year.  I worry about 
the numbers of students enrolled in these pathways.  

We in EST have very good numbers overall.  We still need to have full classes, say 18 students per class and we 
have to fill those classes. We may only run certain classes every other year. This keeps my classes full.  That 
will make it very tough for any student who fails a class to complete the program or any student who may 
start on the odd year to finish on time.  Pushing students into a 3 or 4 year completion date.  This may not be a 
direct problem with the guided pathways per se, more of a problem with the funding issues occurring at the 
same time we are rolling out guided pathways. Washington state's lack of monetary assistance further hurts 
our attempts run an effective program. 

May 18, 2018 at 9:12am 

I know very little about the Guided Pathways, however, since many students hope to transfer once they leave 
the community college, having a plan in place to assist students to navigate through the complexities of the 
college experience is a good idea. When I have tried looking at the many options listed on our website I get 
lost and confused, so I imagine it is the same for students. And a reoccuring theme I see is that those who do 
finish college often graduate with many more credits than they need. I love the direct transfer degree and how 



it has simplified the process for our students so that they have what they need when they move on to futher 
their education or career. Utilizing this guided pathyways model, students are not left on their own to choose 
courses and programs, rather the college assists them to develop a complete academic plan, and both 
students and advisors can see the plan and keep track of the student's progress. And I LOVE the alert system 
that brings issues to the advisor's attention should a student get off track or have trouble in a course. So as 
they say, it takes a village to provide a systematic process to assist our students to make more informed 
choices. 

Jun 12, 2018 at 1:12pm 

I think Guided Pathways is a move in the right direction if it is done the right way, not just as a cosmetic fix or 
new marketing spin put on the same old confusing system.  Right now our system at WWCC is extremely 
difficult to navigate without having help from instructors or advisers every step of the way. I speak from the 
perspective of somebody in Transitional Studies where the road ahead is long and arduous. We lose potential 
students because navigating that system is just too hard for them given the many other things they have to 
juggle outside of school.  

One big criticism has been that Guided Pathways put students on a set course from the start that won't allow 
for exploring anymore. This may be true to some degree, but I feel that most students have a pretty good 
general idea which direction they want to go in and they can still explore plenty in, for example, the STEM 
field. Plus, this idea of exploring is foreign to a lot of students who have to watch their pennies.  

One thing I'd like to see is that we get more prepared for students coming in from other countries who may 
already have a degree or college credits in one of the Pathways. How can we bring these students on board 
fast? One question I often get from students is how their credits transfer to WWCC. They also tell me that 
different people at WWCC give them different answers. This is an area of needed improvement for us. 

Jun 13, 2018 at 10:29am 

I am learning more and more all the time.  I have agreed to be an ambassador for Science as we move 
forward.  We have done some work as a Division to establish Guided Pathways for a number of potential 
Science majors; but I am not sure if what we produced was appropriate or not.  Was it what you were looking 
for?  What kind of work do we need to be doing to advance the cause?  I attended the meeting about goals for 
next year; but am still quite fuzzy on it. 

Jun 13, 2018 at 2:11pm 

Guided Pathways appears to be an initiative to help students navigate to graduation more efficiently. I believe 
the idea behind the Guided Pathways project has good intentions and should be supported. What I am a little 
unclear about is what this looks like for a student whose only goal is to earn an AA degree. It seems the guided 
pathways are more for students who have a career goal already in mind. 

Jun 21, 2018 at 1:21pm 

Can be a good thing for students if they are remaining in the same major or transfer institution. 

 

 



Jun 21, 2018 at 2:19pm 

My understanding is that Guided Pathways attempts to limit as much as possible taking courses not required 
for the student's eventual degree.  It also provides potential "stops" along the way where a student can 
choose to leave and work and then return to the pathway later for more value added.  Each Pathway starts 
broad and gets more specific as the student determines what they want to do.   

Overall, I think it is great for students and definitely the right direction.  It is also more efficient from the 
College's course offerings perspective.  The only drawback I see is that for some workforce students that know 
exactly the job position they want to hold, they have to take several courses that are more academic than 
specific to the skills and knowledges related to their eventual job title.  However, part of being educated is 
gaining a well-rounded knowledge base and perspective. 

Jun 21, 2018 at 2:41pm 

It's been introduced at our division meetings and is about students following a certain tract of classes designed 
to meet the requirements for several different majors the student might be interest in.  It seems very positive 
and makes a lot of sense.  

Jul 16, 2018 at 4:24pm 

I think Guided Pathways is the future of higher education but it's going to take time and effort on our part. 
Trying to navigate higher education can be a daunting task even if you know what major you want to do or if 
your parents went through the college experience. Take those things away and navigating the college system 
becomes 10 times harder. I think Guided Pathways, if done right, can help students better understand how to 
get to their end goal in the most efficient way possible. 

Jul 17, 2018 at 9:57am 

Guided Pathways seem like a good way to help students stay on track. 

Aug 18, 2018 at 2:24pm 

I went on at some length about Guided Pathways in the last module. I certainly think it has the potential to be 
great for our students, but I also think there is potential for a lot of confusion, especially if the faculty don't 
realize what it is or how to use it. Every quarter I learn something new about advising, and this professional 
development has helped me to realize how much more there is to it as well as how much I tend to forget. If 
Guided Pathways can help streamline this process, that's certainly a good thing for the faculty. However, the 
employment landscape is changing at an accelerated rate, and I worry that GP will prevent both students and 
programs from being as nimble as they need to be to keep up with the working reality. Once GP is in place, 
new courses will not only be added to the Catalog and eSchedule after going through Curriculum, but we'll 
need to have a process in which all pathways are updated digitally as well - and that is assuming everyone is 
using the pathways digitally. Pathways might also give students the impression that there are specific careers 
out there waiting for them, but it seems like it is becoming more common for students to forge their own 
path, and that might be a skill they miss out on if we guide them through school too efficiently.  

We certainly don't want to waste a student's time and money allowing them to take classes that will never 
help them, but we also never know what class is going to spark their imagination or make the difference 
between missing out on or being the perfect candidate for an opportunity.  



I admit I am just spitballing here. In theory, I am behind the GP process, but it seems like it is not without its 
tradeoffs.  

Aug 23, 2018 at 11:25am 

I am just beginning to learn about Guided Pathways and feel is will be a helpful tool for students. 

Aug 23, 2018 at 2:33pm 

I have just learned about Guided Pathways, and at first glance, I like the concept. The primary goals of the 
community college system is to help prepare students for employment and to transfer to four-year programs. 
The Guided Pathways provides them with specific details on how to successfully gain employment and/or 
transfer to a university. 

Oct 8, 2018 at 1:42pm 

I am part of this committee and I feel this is so important for students. Many students may not be taking the 
classes they need and this will help to guide them. It can also help them in their decision making for career 
development.  

Oct 23, 2018 at 11:42am 

My initial response to Guided Pathways is "YES! YES! YES!" This is good user-experience. The registration 
process for students is a confusing maze with many dead-ends to which Guided Pathways should put a 
merciful end. 

When you endeavor to look at a product, system, or service from the perspective of the end user, you're more 
likely to actually serve the end-user, rather than yourself. And isn't that what we're all about? Student 
success? I think that's in our mission statement, even.  

 Nov 1, 2018 at 10:19am 

I really like our transfer center. I switched universities after my sophomore year of college and really wished I 
would have accessed tools that we have made available to our students. Cost of attendance and offered 
majors is not something always considered by students when switching schools and it can have a big impact if 
that is not taken into account. Also reminding students that other schools are not on the same timeline as ours 
is important and in my short time here at the college I have seen some of these slip ups! 

Dec 12, 2018 at 2:32pm 

I know very little about Guided Pathways. My understanding is that it is supposed to give the student a clear 
and easy path to follow , grouping the required classes  in a way that makes it understandable to the student 
what is and will be necessary. I don't know enough to have an educated opinion whether its good or not for 
our students but it has to be beneficial for a student to have a workable plan particularly if they are intending 
to transfer. The more credits that transfer the faster they move on to their degree. I imagine if I was a student 
wanting to transfer to a four year I would want to make sure my credits applied and would be not happy with 
surprises.  

 



Jan 19 at 1:44pm 

Here is an example of a guided pathway at the department/program level: 
https://dept.wwcc.edu/energy/department-overview/ (Links to an external site.) 

Feb 7 at 4:29pm 

I don't know enough to say either way.  I am in the EST program which gets out students into a degree 
program and graduated in 2 years and hopefully into the workforce working right after that.  I have only been 
in the program 4 quarters. 

Feb 8 at 2:19pm 

I think guided pathways can either be a useful tool for students who have an idea about what they would like 
to do, or an "easy out" for students who have no motivation or ambition to achieve specific goals beyond 
getting a degree. 


