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Summer has arrived at the William A. Grant
Water & Environmental Center (WEC), and we’re
diving in headfirst. Changes in staffing, innovative
collaboration, and a building expansion just skim
the surface of many activities to report.

WEC Expansion Groundbreaking Ceremony
June 24th, 2010 marked new beginnings as the Walla Walla
Community College and key stakeholders came together to
collectively break ground on the William A. Grant Water &
Environmental Center’s 6.8
million dollar expansion
project. Funded in
partnership with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation (CTUIR) and a $3 million grant from the
Economic Development Administration, as well as the
Washington State Capital Construction account,
Department of Commerce, Walla Walla County, Port of
Walla Walla and private sources, the expansion will enhance local efforts dedicated to
water and the environment through education and partnerships with CTUIR, the WA State
Department of Ecology, Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership, Sustainable
Living Center, and others. The building will be expanded directly east and adjacent to the
current structure, and will house new laboratories as well as offices and classrooms to
support WEC degree programs. Construction is expected to be completed in 2011.

Staffing
A heartfelt send-off to Mike Bireley, who served as the Director of WEC for
a year and a half. During his tenure, Mike helped draft a legislative proposal
that led to the establishment of the Walla Walla Watershed Management
Partnership, and assisted in securing a $3 million grant through EDA to fund
the WEC expansion. Mike also oversaw the development and launching of
the Watershed Ecology Degree Program, and is proud of having formed a
close partnership with the Blue Mountain Action Council’s Americorps program to expand
the Center’s K-12 Outreach program. Mike feels fortunate to have worked with great
staff, and to have secured the addition of our new Environmental Education Coordinator.
Welcome to Karen Lennon, Environmental Education Coordinator, who
comes to us from Western Washington with many years of experience in
the field of natural resource management as well as outreach and
education. Among her many duties, Karen has been working diligently to
enhance WWCC’s Watershed Ecology Degree program for the 2010-2011
academic year in order to best serve the needs of its students.

Watershed Ecology Degree Program
The new Watershed Ecology Degree Program will be enhanced with four new courses for 2010/2011:
Watershed Processes, Methods in Fish Biology, Field Botany and Restoration, and Water Quality and
Environmental Chemistry. In addition, WWCC received a Gates Foundation IBEST Grant to assist students in
mastery of basic and technical skills required for the AAAS Degree through comprehensive integration of the
Watershed Ecology curriculum.

Titus Creek Restoration Project
Phase two of Walla Walla Community College’s restoration
of Titus Creek was completed in April after 200 middle
school students joined WEC employees to complete
plantings of native species along the creek’s riparian zones.
Financed by a grant from the Salmon Recovery Funding
Board, the project seeks to create sufficient habitat and
water quality for both rearing and returning salmon in the
Walla Walla Basin. In-stream work and additional plantings
will be completed by Fall 2010.

Return to the River Salmon Festival
Mark your calendar! The second annual “Return to the River” Salmon Festival is
scheduled for August 28th, 2010. This unique festival is a partnership effort between
WEC and CTUIR and features educational exhibits and booths as well as a salmon
viewing tour, water symposium and BBQ salmon luncheon. Please see details on our
new “Return to the River” website at www.returntotheriver.org.

Community Outreach & Education
The Water and Environmental Center hosted 232 community events and workshops
from July 2009 to June 2010 with over 6,630 community participants. In addition to
scheduled community workshops for July 2010 through June 2011, a Watershed
Stewards community education program is planned pending grant funding to educate
and train citizen volunteers to deliver watershed outreach and restoration related
projects throughout the Walla Walla Basin.

K-12 Outreach & Education
Spring was a busy season for K-12 Outreach at the Water & Environmental Center. During the month of April,
over 1500 elementary and middle school students participated in educational programs. Make A
nd
rd
Splash!, WEC’s largest K-12 educational event, occurred over April 22 and 23 in recognition of Earth
Day. This event was funded in part by donations from the Pelo Foundation, the Clara & Art Bald Trust, and
Northwest Grain Growers Association. Students learned about
important environmental topics such as waste reduction, water
quality monitoring, salmon education, and tribal first foods. In
May, in partnership with CTUIR Fisheries and the Juvenile Justice
Center’s Pathways Back high school students, twenty-five Spring
Chinook salmon who were reared in WEC’s salmon aquarium
were tagged and released into Mill Creek. The K-12 Outreach
program anticipates growth in both quality and quantity of
programming during the 2010-2011 school year with the addition
of one part-time project staff and one Americorps volunteer.

Co-locator Updates
According to the unique vision of its pioneers, the William A. Grant Water & Environmental Center serves as
a place of innovation and collaboration among public, private, and non-profit agencies working to enhance
and protect the local environment. As such, the Center works in partnership with four co-locators: Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR), Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership,
the Sustainable Living Center, and WA State Department of Ecology, as well as our partner entities, the Walla
Walla Watershed Alliance and the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board.

CTUIR Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Program
Research Project—The Walla Walla Basin Monitoring and Evaluation Project continues its
ongoing efforts to restore Spring Chinook salmon populations to the Walla Walla River Basin
and tributaries. For the past 20 years, the
CTUIR and Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) have
been working to bring Spring Chinook back to the Walla
Walla River by sponsoring and implementing water and fish
restoration projects in the basin. The Tribes began releasing
Spring Chinook in 2000, and adult returns from these efforts
began in 2004. Significantly, for the first time in almost 100
years, CTUIR opened a tribal fishing opportunity on the
Walla Walla River in June 2010 after seeing returns of nearly
1200 adult Chinook. This collaborative project is conducted
by CTUIR and the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) and will receive funding from the Columbia
River Fish Accords through 2017.
Management Project—
The Tucannon Habitat Project is currently in the planning process with
regard to correcting fish passage barriers at four tributary locations in the
Tucannon River Basin. Since last Fall, the Project has accomplished the
following tasks at various project sites in the basin: three-thousand trees
planted in riparian areas; fifteen 16’x3’ sedge mats planted in channel
margin areas; one-hundred logs and 250 boulders added to stream
channels; fish passage restored at one road crossing location; spring habitat
complexity enhancement; half-mile spawning channel created for steelhead
trout, with an increase in redds (nests) from 0 to 10 count.
Rainwater Wildlife Area—Spring was a busy season for the Rainwater
Wildlife Area. The completed purchase of three land parcels totaling approximately 2000 acres enlarged the
wildlife area to over 11,000 acres. Annual vegetation surveys were completed on slopes to the west of the
South Fork Touchet River, part of a larger effort to transition
from planned aerial herbicide spraying to the use of goats for
targeted grazing. Approximately 800 goats will be used in August
and September for the removal of yellow star thistle. A design
was recently completed for stream channel/functional large
woody debris survey protocol that will begin implementation in
July, in addition to the creation of a vegetation cover map of the
wildlife area using 2009 NAIP Imagery as a base layer. Property
line fences continue to be erected on the eastern boundary of
the wildlife area.

Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership
The unique pilot effort to locally manage water in Washington is now solidly established in the Walla Walla
Basin, with the Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership (Partnership) water bank in operation and
accruing benefits for farms and fish. A total of 26 water banking agreements are now in place between local
water users and the Partnership, with groundwater and surface water rights totaling over 2,205 acre-feet
annually in the Partnership’s one-of-a-kind water bank. The Partnership leads this water banking effort as
part of an innovative water management program designed to encourage voluntary stream flow
enhancement and flexible water use for water right holders. This program builds on a decade of work in the
Walla Walla basin involving local water users, conservation groups, citizens, Tribes and governments working
collaboratively with state and federal agencies to solve the challenges of inadequate stream flows for water
right holders and federally-listed endangered fish species in our local rivers.

Sustainable Living Center
The Sustainable Living Center (SLC) established offices at the Water &
Environmental Center in Fall of 2009, where they hold workshops,
events, exhibit interactive displays, and operate their Sustainable
Energy Upgrade Program (SEUP). They hope that their new location
and blossoming partnership with WWCC will allow them to better serve their mission and the community as
an information center. Their grant-funded SEUP program offers FREE energy assessments ($35 value) to
residential units in Walla Walla & Columbia Counties through December 31st, 2010. Energy assessments
identify areas where homes may need energy efficiency improvements and help home owners evaluate
energy consumption habits. Assessments may also include energy savings kits (low-flow showerheads, faucet
aerators, and compact fluorescent light bulbs) depending on utility providers, heat sources, and product
availability. After December 31st, this service will be offered for $35. If you are interested in their program or
would like additional information, please call (509) 524-5228 or email Debra Callahan at
debrac@sustainablelivingcenter.com to schedule an appointment.

Department of Ecology
The Washington State Department of Ecology maintains its Walla Walla Field Office at the Water and
Environmental Center, with plans now in place to hire a new water master for the region. In the meantime,
Victoria Leuba, Water Resources Supervisor for the Eastern Region, staffs the Walla Walla field office for a
few days each month. For more information, contact Victoria at vleu461@ecy.wa.gov.

