
Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes 

May 24, 2011, 3:30 PM 

Room 121 ITV 

 

Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by Chair Quill West at 3:32 PM 

 

Attendance: Gary Benefiel, Barbara Hoffman, Frank Lyons, Quill West, Terri Trick, 

Michael Keifel, Julianne Sachs, Stephen Shoemake, Susan Palmer, Dave Bailey, John 

Fowler, Dan Norton, Jennifer Leber, Karen Kirkwood, Susie Pearson, Jill Emigh, 

Matthew Stacy, Robk Becker, Melinda Brennan, Cindy Stevenson, Mike Levins, Lori 

Loseth (via ITV); Visitor: Marleen Ramsey 

 

Minutes: The minutes of the April 26, 2011 meeting were reviewed. 

 Action: Jill Emigh moved to accept the minutes as written. Steve Shoemake 

seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously accepted without revision. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Audit Practice: Marleen Ramsey was invited by the Faculty Senate to talk about the 

current audit policy at WWCC. Recent cleanup of Admissions/Registration procedure 

drew attention to the fact that some students are changing their registration status from 

A/F grading to Audit 60% of the way through the quarter. (Last day to drop classes is 

also the last day to change to Audit.) Marleen explained that from her perspective 

students can use the Audit to get practice in a class if they need it. She thinks it helps 

students to learn. While the Faculty Senate approves of this idea, there is some concern 

that students might abuse the privilege by choosing to audit when it is clear that they 

don’t want to do the work to finish the class. Some faculty members were clearly not 

aware of this practice and indicated that they might advise more students to use the audit 

option instead of a “drop” option in the future. The discussion concluded with an 

agreement that audits are an important tool for students and that we don’t want to change 

the system unless blatant abuse is noted. However, we are interested in exploring some 

sort of notation on a transcript of audited classes. The issue was tabled and set up for 

exploration next year when more data will be available. 

 

Parking/Safety/Smoking: As promised, Quill contacted Jim Peterson with some 

concerns over smoking on campus. Several faculty members note that few smokers are 

adhering to the policy of smoking away from doorways. Jim asked that people contact his 

office directly with concerns. He noted that smoker’s kiosks are being erected at Main 

Campus and in Clarkston. He also wanted to empower faculty to speak to ask people to 

move when second hand smoke is interfering with the safety of others. 

 

Membership/Elections: Quill passed around a membership list asking that anyone who 

is finishing their tenure to please update our list with their replacement. The goal is to 

solidify our membership going into next year. This is Quill’s last year as FS Chair; Terri 

Trick is Chair Elect and will assume Chair duties. Gary Benefiel was nominated as next 



year’s Chair Elect. The Senate will also need a new secretary. Karen Kirkwood accepted 

a nomination but noted that she won’t be available at all meetings. She asked for a 

partner to share in the responsibility. Rob Becker nominated Patti Becker in her absence. 

Quill and Terri agreed to talk with Patti, but accepted the nomination for now. John 

Fowler moved that we accept the officer slate of: Terri Trick, Chair; Gary Benefiel, 

Chair-Elect; Patti Becker and Karen Kirkwood, Co-Secretaries.  

 

Sabbatical Letter: Quill presented a letter, attached, that she wrote to President 

VanAusdle, Marleen Ramsey, and Bill Griffith calling for an exploration of sabbatical 

funding as separate from the general operating fund.  

Action: Michael Kiefel moved and Rob Becker seconded that the letter be sent as written. 

The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

New Business 

 

Graduation Speech: Quill wanted input from the Senate on a theme for her speech. It 

was suggested, via email, that the speech be about graduates making a change in a 

difficult time. This was generally accepted as a good theme. Quill will write her speech 

and present it at graduation ceremonies. 

 

Reports 
 

Ed Effectiveness Council: Rob Becker reported that there was nothing to report. 

 

AHE Report: Susan Palmer reported that negotiations were still going and expected to 

last through July. There might be discussion of more cuts in funding, watch for 

Zoomerang surveys. 

 

T3 Report: Quill decided to forgo this report in the interest of time. 

 

 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 PM 

 

Minutes recorded by Barbara Hoffman, written by Quill West 


