                                 Spring Quarter 2004

Math 238

Differential Equations

Instructor:     Steve Schwartz

Office:         14

Office Hours:   9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. daily,

                10:35 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. daily,

or by appointment.

Phone:
527-4600

Textbook:
Differential Equations with Modeling                             Applications, Seventh Edition by Dennis G. Zill

Calculator:
Even though Mathematica will be emphasized a graphing calculator will be useful.

Course Information:  The third in a series of sophomore level mathematics courses, this class is designed to give the aspiring mathematics, science, or engineering major a solid foundation upon which to begin advanced sophomore and junior level courses.

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of MATH 126 with a grade of C- or better or permission of the Mathematics Department.


COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Grading:
This course is graded on the result of:

5 Exams (50 pts. each)
200 pts.

                     Comprehensive Final Exam
200 pts.

Homework . . . . . . . . . .  . .   100 pts.    
                               TOTAL
550 pts.

Grades will be earned based on the following scale:

A                      92.5 - 100.000%

                     A-                     90.0 -  92.499%

                     B+                     87.5 -  89.999%

                     B                      82.5 -  87.499%

                     B-                     80.0 -  82.499%

                     C+                     77.5 -  79.999%

                     C                      70.0 -  77.499%

If a student has earned less than 70%, then the instructor has the option of dealing with that student on an individual basis.  Whether the instructor exercises this option is dependent upon the individual circumstances and is by no means automatic.  Also, if the instructor exercises this option, then in no situation will the student be assigned a grade higher than a C.

An Incomplete will only be given if going into the Final exam, the student has all work completed with at least a C average and has a compelling reason for not being able to take the Final exam at the scheduled time, such as a family emergency.

If you are caught cheating on a test, you will receive a score of zero on that exam.  

Homework:  See "Guidelines for Homework Assignments" sheet.  Failure to comply with any of the guidelines will result in an assignment receiving less than 5 points.  Also, as the six lowest homework scores will be dropped, no late assignments, regardless the reason.  A student may turn an assignment in early, however.  The assignment must be in my box outside my office door before the end of the class period.

I will collect 26 assignments throughout the quarter and there will be about 45 assigned.  At the end of the quarter I will drop the lowest six and use your best 20 scores in determining this component of your grade which would consist of a maximum of 100 points (20 x 5).

In addition, I may not collect the entire assignment but may only ask for a portion of it, for example only problem #5.  This then will be one of the 26 assignments to be turned in.  

Homework will be scored on a scale of 0 to 5 points depending upon whether the guidelines were followed and upon the amount of the assignment completed.  For example, if half the assignment is completed, then the student will receive a score of 2.5.  There is no penalty for incorrect answers.  To receive a 5, a student must make an honest effort on every problem and follow the homework guidelines.

Most students will need to spend one and a half to two hours daily on their homework.

Exams:  There will be five exams each covering one to two chapters.  Some will be in-class and others will be take-home.  On the take-home tests, the class may work as a group and help each other.  The problems will range from simple computation to applications of concepts and theory, and perhaps some proof problems that were covered in class.  Students will encounter problems which need to be solved using Mathematica.

As the lowest test score will be dropped, makeup tests after the first one missed will be at the instructor's discretion.  Students will not be allowed to makeup the first missed exam.  The only exception to this is that a student may take a test before it is scheduled to be given.

Final Exam:  This will be a comprehensive in-class test covering all the material learned this quarter.  The exam must be taken at the scheduled time unless arrangements are made with me in advance.  Failure to do this may result in your not being able to make up the exam and failure in the class.

One Final Word (or Final Expectations):  To succeed in mathematics it is necessary to think and solve problems.  The material in this course is cumulative, so it is imperative that you do not fall behind.  You are highly encouraged to look over the material before each lecture, and to make serious effort on every assignment.  If you have any difficulty with the course, you are urged to seek help from the instructor or the math lab. 


STUDY HARD.....YOU CAN DO IT!
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