Syllabus

World Literature, LIT 265

Class Time: 1:30-2:20, M-F

Instructor: Brad LaFran

email: russell.lafran@wwcc.edu

Office: #10, Academic Building Offices

Telephone: 527-3682

Texts:  Chinese Poems, Arthur Waley 

The Romance of Tristan and Iseult, Joseph Bedier

Forty Stories, Anton Chekhov
Agamemnon, Aeschylus
Tartuffe, Moliere

Description: This course provides an introduction to some of the world’s great literature:  Chinese, Greek, Medieval French, and 19th Century Russian.  Representative works offer the opportunity to study not only poetry, drama, and fiction but the modes of thought and feeling of ancient, medieval, and modern cultures.  In eleven weeks we’ll sample drama from the Greek and French stage, romance from medieval France, poetry from ancient China, and the short story from Russia.

You’ll learn to read closely and reflect on what you have read by taking an active part in class discussions, group activities, and individual assignments. Becoming an active participant in class discussions especially contributes to intellectual maturity.  And responding to questions designed to challenge your ability to think coherently about what you have read, you’ll learn to more clearly articulate your observations.  

A Word about Careers: The following excerpt from X.J. Kennedy’s An Introduction to Poetry expresses the relevancy of literature for those who are not planning to teach or write professionally:

Many, not planning to teach English and impatient to begin some other career, wonder if the study of (literature(, however enjoyable, isn’t a waste of time--or at least, an annoying obstacle.  This objection may seem reasonable at first glance, but it rests on a shaky assumption.  Success in a career does not depend merely on learning the specialized information and skills required to join a profession.  In most careers, according to one senior business executive, people often fail not because they don’t understand their jobs, but because they don’t understand their co-workers, their clients, or their customers.  They don’t ever see the world from another person’s point of view.  Their problem is a failure of the imagination.  To leap over the wall of self, to look through another’s eyes--this is valuable experience, which literature offers.
Course Objectives:  
· demonstrate through exams, papers, and discussion an ability to read critically—to understand the actual meaning of a passage plus its implications and significance
· present and clarify opinions and responses to reading through the use of textual evidence 

· identify writers outside the Anglo/American literary tradition and characterize them by reference to their writing

· demonstrate an understanding of select literary terminology

· learn how to properly cite and document source material in literary papers
· create, support, and sustain a thesis in essay-response exam questions and short papers

· work collaboratively to achieve any of the above objectives

Grades: The final grade will be determined by the total points earned from attendance/ participation, papers, and tests.

Assignments: one out-of-class paper (100 pts), five tests (500 pts).

Attendance/Participation:  You can earn 100 pts by showing up to class every day.  Each absence results in a 5-point reduction of the 100 possible participation points.  (A 5-point reduction will also occur if it is evident that you are not prepared for class.)  Up to four excused absences are allowed for either documented medical reasons or for taking part in a WWCC sponsored activity that happens to conflict with class time, a game here or away, for instance.  If you are a student athlete, please make sure that your coach emails me a list of those student/athletes needing to be excused from class.  Medical documentation should indicate that you were either hospitalized or following doctor’s orders and should be signed and dated by a nurse or a physician and include a contact phone extension.  Appointments should not be scheduled for the same time slot as our class and will not be excused unless the appointment is absolutely necessary.
Late Work:  Late or make-up work will lose 10% for every day it is late.  Exams can be made-up if a valid reason is given for the absence.  Still, the make-up exam will lose 10% of its points.  

These exams must be made-up as soon as possible.  If the absence is excused (see attendance/ Participation), you can make up the exam with no point loss.

Plagiarism: You are expected to do your own work.  If I determine that you have plagiarized the work of another, you will be dropped from the class or, if past the drop date, you will be given an F final grade.  

Cell Phones:  The ringing of cell phones in class is strictly prohibited.  Text-messaging is likewise prohibited.  Arriving late to class also disrupts the learning environment.  Please show courtesy towards me and your fellow students by turning off and putting away cell phones and coming to class on time.

Last Day to Drop (and not incur a grade): November 9
Disabilities Accommodations:  If you have a disability for which you may need accommodations contact Claudia Angus, our Disabilities Coordinator, in the Student Development Center, 527-4543, as soon as possible.

Course Schedule

Sept 
24-28

M   Intro to the ancient Mediterranean world

T    “The Idea of Tragedy” 

W   “Aeschylus, The First Dramatist””
H     Background to Agamemnon
F      Agamemnon, 5-22


Oct
1-5

M   Agamemnon, pp. 22-39
T    Agamemnon, pp. 40-66
W   Agamemnon, pp. 66-85
H    Agamemnon final discussion
F    Agamemnon Test




8-12 M  Introduction to Chinese Civilization: The Mandate from Heaven

T  Eating Bamboo Shoots, p. 161
     Clearing at Dawn, p. 117 

     Sailing Homeward, p. 107
     Immeasurable Pain, p. 194 

     A Vision, p. 80
W  from the Book of Songs, pp. 15-35
H   Hymn to the Fallen; The Great Summons, pp. 35-42

F   The Bones of Chuang Tzu; The Dancers of Huai-nan, pp. 67-71
15-19

M  The Lychee-Tree; The Wangsun; The Nightmare, pp. 71-76               
T    Poems of T’ao Ch’ien, pp. 89-107
W   Poems by Po Chu-I: In Early Summer . . . , pp. 121-122
       Sick Leave; Planting Bamboos; To Li Chien, pp. 123-125
       The Chrysanthemums in the Eastern Garden, pp. 140-141
H   On Board Ship Reading Yuan Chen’s Poems, pp. 153-154
      Releasing a Migrant “Yen”, pp. 156-157

      Madly Singing in the Mountains, pp. 159-160

      Separation; Having Climbed to the Topmost Peak . . ., pp. 162-163

      Lodging with the Old Man of the Stream, p. 169

F   Chinese Poetry Test     
22-26               
M   Intro to the Middle Ages, Chivalry, & Courtly Love
       The Romance of Tristan and Iseult: Chapters 1-3
T     Chapters 4-7

W    Chapters 8-11

H     Chapters 12-15

F        Chapters 16-19

Nov.
29-2

M       conclusion of Tristan and Iseult

T  W  Tristan and Iseult feature film

H        Tristan and Iseult Final Discussion
 F       Tristan and Iseult Test
5-9 M  T Intro to Moliere & Tartuffe Act I

W     Act II

H      Act III

F      Act IV & Act V
12

Veteran’s Day Holiday

13-16 M  T  Tartuffe video presentation 
W       Tartuffe final discussion
H       Tartuffe Test

F        Topics for Paper & Writing about Literature
19-23

Thanksgiving Week-long Break
26-30 M   Introduction to Chekhov
       Short Story tradition and Chekhov’s stories

       “Vanka”

T    “The Little Apples” & “The Dead Body”
W   “The Huntsman” & “The Malefactor”
H    “Sergeant Prishibeyev” & “Gusev”
F   “The Student”
Dec.
3-7

M   “The House with the Mezzanine”



T   “The Lady with the Pet Dog”



W   “The Bishop”



H   “The Bride”
10-14 M T   Chekhov Video: Vanya on 42nd Street 
H       Final Examination: Chekhov, Paper due
