
12/3/2015 

Request for Quote 
Asotin County Geomorphic Assessment 

and Conceptual Restoration Plan 

Bids due by 2/5/16 at 3pm 

Please see the attached project description. 

Bid: $ ________________________ 

Quote Guaranteed Through: _______________________ (date) 

Vendor Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vendor Phone: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vendor Fax: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________Date: ____________________________  

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For questions and bid submissions, please contact: 
Walla Walla Community College 

Darren Montgomery – Purchasing Manager 
500 Tausick Way | Walla Walla, WA 99362 

darren.montgomery@wwcc.edu 
509-527-4280
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Asotin County Conservation District (ACCD) is requesting a statement of qualifications, 

proposal and budget from a professional consultant team to conduct a geomorphic assessment 

and create a conceptual habitat restoration plan on Asotin County, WA watersheds including 

Asotin Creek, George Creek, Tenmile Creek, Couse Creek and the Asotin County portion of 

Alpowa Creek (see Figure 1).   

The goal of this assessment will be to evaluate watershed health and geomorphic condition in the 

target watersheds, including the evaluation of channel complexity and bed form, floodplain 

complexity and function, riparian condition and connectivity and utilizing existing information 

including light detection and ranging (LIDAR) and previous sediment analysis.  The overall 

purpose will be to complete a geomorphic assessment that informs the development of a 

conceptual restoration plan that is a strategy for the identification of specific projects that can be 

implemented to substantially improve instream habitat for key life stages / life histories of 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed salmonids and other aquatic species. 

2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Asotin County drainages originate in the northwest Blue Mountains in Southeast 

Washington.  The drainages are situated in valleys approximately 0.1 miles wide with steep 

valley margins.  Land use is dominated by agriculture and rural land development.  The creeks 

have many sections which have been straightened, shortened and confined behind levees to 

enhance land management activities such as agriculture and land development.  High intensity 

flood events between the 1950’s and present have exacerbated the development of levees leading 

to channel straightening.  Flooding effects on the creeks in their current condition are detrimental 

to salmonid survival and landowners interests.  Where creek reaches have been straightened and 

shortened, slope has been increased, accelerating sediment transport through those areas 

depositing excess materials in less altered areas.  These deposition areas then become very 

unstable increasing creek channel movement, historically addressed by providing bank 

protection including the building of dikes.  These actions have had a negative effect on salmonid 

habitat and survival.   

The study area is inhabited by native ESA threatened species including Snake River summer 

steelhead, Snake River spring Chinook, Columbia River bull trout and Snake River fall Chinook.  

Habitat restoration funding primarily is allocated to restore habitat for these species.  This 

assessment is funded through the Salmon Recovery Funding Board and Bonneville Power 

Administration. 
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In 2015, the ACCD sub-contracted to acquire a LIDAR and Orthographic data set of the target 

watersheds.  This data set will be used by a varied group to conduct mapping and planning in the 

watersheds, but its primary intent is to aid in conducting this assessment.  Additionally, sediment 

budget analysis has been conducted for the project target area using the Sediment Impacts 

Assessment Model (SIAM) model within Hydrologic Engineering Centers River Analysis 

System (HEC RAS), to be completed in December 2015.   

3.0 STUDY REACH 

The project reach includes Asotin Creek, George Creek, Couse Creek, Tenmile Creek and 

Alpowa Creek within the Asotin County border (Figure 1).  LIDAR data sets are available for 

each of the target reaches identified.  The geomorphic assessment and conceptual restoration 

plan will be conducted on the entire identified stream reaches. 

 

4.0 SCOPE OF WORK GUIDLINE 

The geomorphic assessment will be used to help determine how the stream systems in question 

are functioning and how they may respond to natural and human disturbances.  The geomorphic 

assessment will gather conditional information about the streams, such as channel type, 

floodplain extent, geomorphic stability, bank erosion rates, frequency and distribution of large 

wood, sediment transport rates, and disturbance regimes.  This assessment will inform the 

conceptual restoration plan. 

The assessment should: 

 Describe fluvial and relevant watershed processes, 

 Identify how the stream has changed as a result of human activities,  

 Identify potential problems and limiting factors within a stream corridor, 

 Help refine project objectives, 

 Relate the potential impact of proposed projects on the stream system and how it 

functions, and 

 Provide information needed for project development, design, and monitoring. 

 

The conceptual restoration plan should: 

 Develop a graphic informational system (GIS) tool combining LIDAR digital 

elevation models (DEMs), orthographic images, existing large woody debris (LWD) 

volumes, etc. 

 Define discrete project reaches with conceptual restoration plans that describe or 

outline restoration approaches 

 Include a plan report with design concepts (10% design “cartoons”) 
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5.0 TASKS & TIMELINES 

General Summary of Tasks: 

 Pre-Bid Meeting (required) and Revise or Adjust Scope 

 Review and Compile Existing Data 

 Analyze Historic and Current Aerial Photos 

 Watershed Assessment 

 Topographic Survey 

 Stream Reconnaissance Assessment 

 Hydrologic Analysis 

 Hydraulic Modeling 

 Channel Stability Analyses 

 Concept Development and Review 

 Draft Report 

 Final Report 

 

Specific Tasks to be Included and Timeline: (Also refer to Table 1) 

 Interested consultants are required to attend a conference call pre-bid meeting hosted by 

the ACCD to review and ask questions about the project as well as revise or adjust the 

scope of work so that the project goals will be met (January 7, 2016).  

 Contractor proposals are due; only those contractors that attended the pre-bid meeting 

are invited to submit a proposal (February 5, 2016). 

 The selected consultant will be expected to meet (teleconference) with the ACCD and 

Asotin Technical Team to finalize final details of reach size and resolution needed for 

meeting overall goals.  (Once selection is made February 2016). 

 The consultant shall review and compiled existing geomorphic, habitat, and biological 

related data, including available fish data (known fish habitat locations and use by 

species and life stage, run timing specific to the watershed, historic population 

numbers, and any relevant genetic information available). 

 The consultant shall analyze the continuous LIDAR database for the target watersheds.  

The goals of this task include the creating floodplain maps and identifying conceptual 

reach segment designs (up to the contractor, but likely February-October 2016). 

 The consultant shall conduct a hydraulic analysis of the target watershed (up to the 

contractor, but likely February-October 2016). 
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 The consultant shall analyze and incorporate the completed sediment budget for use in 

the geomorphic assessment and conceptual restoration plan (up to the contractor, but 

likely February-October 2016). 

 Conduct a biological and geomorphic assessment of target reaches (up to the contractor, 

but likely March-October 2016),  

o A stream assessment will be conducted for all study reaches.  Use direct field 

observations, photographs and other documentation to quantify and document 

current stream sediment, wood, and fluvial geomorphic conditions, etc. 

Stream classification (the Channel Evolution Model as described by Schumm, 

Harvey and Watson (1984); Classification of Natural Rivers by Rosgen 

(1994); Channel classification by Montgomery and Buffington (1993); other 

appropriate classification systems) will be used to designate the channel type 

for the stream reaches of interest. Field reconnaissance, with the aid of aerial 

photo analysis, historic maps or archival surveys, will be used to identify areas 

or reaches sensitive to disturbance or potentially responsive to altered 

hydraulics or sediment loads. 

o The contractor will identify habitat metrics for each of the watersheds based 

on the limiting factors and preliminary surveys.  These metrics may include 

incision/confinement, levees, bridges, bed type, channel length, bed condition, 

fines distribution, available spawning habitat, channel complexity (side 

channel, floodplain connectivity, woody debris, etc.), pools/mile, riparian 

cover maturity and composition, etc.  Woody debris surveys will include an 

inventory of all large wood in the active stream channel, but may also include 

surveys of the floodplain and terraces.   

o Metrics utilized must be consistent with existing data collected in the region 

(please confer with Snake River Salmon Recovery Board (SRSRB). 

 Develop conceptual restoration designs based upon the geomorphic assessment and 

available data incorporating feedback from the Asotin Technical Team and Asotin 

Citizen Group (Ongoing, but likely three meetings between April 2016-April 2017, 

progress check-in May-June 2016, draft April 2017, final products June 2017 (or as 

negotiated during contracting). 

6.0 PROPOSAL REQUIREMNTS 

As a minimum, the proposal in a written form should include the following information in a 

maximum of eight pages. 
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6.1 An overall introduction to the proposal, including a statement of the consultants 

understanding of the project and description of the proposed approach and suggested 

tasks or alternate approaches to achieve stated goals.   

6.2 Qualifications of the team to perform the desired scope and any experience working in 

Southeastern Washington watersheds. 

6.3 Names of principals and any key personnel and their relevant experience and the 

service they would provide on this project. 

6.4 Ability to meet the timelines for the project and a proposed timeline for project 

completion. 

6.5 An estimated budget total for services identifying all expenses.   

6.6 Example of past products completed, maps or layers. 

 

7.0 SELECTION CRITERIA 

The ACCD will negotiate a contract with the firm whose proposal offers the greatest benefit to 

the District in meeting habitat program development and project evaluation and selection 

objectives.  The proposals will be evaluated by a review team that consists of the ACCD and 

implementation partners.  Proposals will be evaluated based on the criteria identified below: 

7.1 A demonstration of the project. (10 pts.) 

7.2 Thoroughness of the proposal.   (10 pts.) 

7.3 Recent experience of personnel on projects with similar scope and nature.  (25 pts.) 

7.4 Ability to meet proposed schedule.  (10 pts) 

7.5 Capability to perform the services being considered.  (10 pts) 

7.6 Consultant proximity to the proposed project and their familiarity with the projects 

locale. (15 pts) 

7.7 Cost Benefit (20 pts)  

 

8.0 SUBMISSION REQUIRMENTS 

Each firm wishing to respond to this request must attend the pre-bid meeting and should present a 

completed, signed proposal labeled Asotin County Geomorphic Assessment and Conceptual 

Restoration Plan to the Asotin County Conservation District Attention:  Megan Stewart:  720 6
th

 

Street, Suite B Clarkston, WA 99403 no later than 4:30 pm February 5, 2015.  RFP’s shall be opened 

as received in order to begin the review and selection process.  Please submit three copies of the 

proposal with the budget information in a separate sealed envelope. 

 

9.0 EVALUATION PROCESS 

 

During the review process the review team reserves the right to require any clarification or 

additional information on the proposal from any or all those who submitted proposals to better 
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understand the proposer’s approach.  Review of proposals should be complete no later than 

February 15, 2016.   Selection will be made as soon as practicable after that date.   

 

If the ACCD and the highest ranked proposer are unable to reach an agreement on a contract 

within a reasonable time, the ACCD will formally terminate negotiations in writing.  

Accordingly, the ACCD may begin negotiations with a second or third ranked proposal. 

 

10.0 INQUIRES and COMMENTS 

 

Any clarification or comments regarding project objectives, requirements, or requests for 

changes in RFP specifications should be directed to: 

 

Megan Stewart 

meganaccd@cableone.net 

720 6
th

 Street, Suite B  

Clarkston, WA 99403 

 

11.0 LIMITATIONS 

Firms responding to this RFP do so at their own expense.  The ACCD or any of the individual 

members of the review team are not responsible for any expenses associated with firms 

responding to this RFP. 
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Table 1.   General tasks and approximate timelines for the Asotin County Geomorphic 

Assessment and Conceptual Restoration Plan. 

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Pre-Bid Meeting

Proposal Due

Contractor Selection

Collect and Review Existing Data

Collect additional required information for the 

assessment including field recon

Compile and Analyze Data

Develop Conceptual Designs based upon Assessment 

and conduct required filed work

Meeting with Asotin Technical Team (ATT)

Meeting with Asotin Citizen Group (ACG) for 

feedback

Draft Assessment and Concept Restoration Plan 

incorporating priortization input from ATT and ACG

Final Work Product

2016 2017
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Figure 1. Project area of interest for the assessment and conceptual restoration plan is in Asotin 

County (although watershed boundaries extend beyond County lines). 
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