
 

Film and Culture Research 
This is a brief guide to starting research in film and culture.  Visit the 

library and the library web page to find out about additional resources. 

Select an Area of Interest 
Begin by defining your goals for the project; make sure to take your assignment and timeline 
into account.  Browse in the library to see what kinds of resources are readily available to you. 

Visit the Shelves 
Looking at the library shelves may give you an idea.  In general, books on film and culture will 
be found in these areas.  Subject searches in the library catalog will return more information 

• PN 1993 
• PN 1995  
• Books on History and Culture will be classified by region- use the library catalog. 

Current News and Research 
Look through journals, magazines, and newspapers on your subject to find out if a current 
issue interests you.  The following relevant journals, magazines, and newspapers are in the 
library. 

• New York Times Magazine  
• Rolling Stone 
• Wired 

Find Background Information 
After you have selected a topic, use these resources to find out more about your area of 
interest. 

Reference Books 
These books can help you to get an overview of the topic and can provide definitions of key 
terms and ideas that are important for your research. 

• New York Times Film Reviews: REF PN 1995.N4  
• The American Film Institute Desk Reference: REF PN1994.A599  
• Magill’s Cinema Annual PN 1993.3M34 

Books and Media to Check Out 
Search the library catalog to find books and media on your topic.  Here are some useful 
subject terms: 

• Film Criticism 
• Movie Subject 
• Director’s Name 
• Main Character Name 



 

Get Specific 
Ask yourself questions that will result in a narrow area, or thesis, to explore.  Your thesis 
should be interesting to you, something that you can explore from many angles, and small 
enough to fit within the scope of the assignment.  As you get specific ask yourself if you have 
found enough resources to support your thesis. 

Ask a Librarian 
As you develop your ideas, conduct research, and get more specific in your research process 
a librarian is an invaluable friend.  The librarian will help you narrow the scope of your 
research, find resources, and develop a strategy that will work for you. 

Research Your Topic 
Ask yourself what you need to know in order to answer your thesis question.  Determine what 
you already know based on your background research, use that knowledge to dig deeper into 
your thesis area.  The following resources are a great way to dig into your topic. 

Find Specific Articles 
After you have chosen a specific topic you can find articles that apply to your needs.  Use 
online databases to search for articles on a specific topic. Each database has different articles 
in it; the following are databases that are useful for studying film reviews. 

• Historical New York Times 
• Academic Search Premier 
• Research Library 

Web Pages 
The World Wide Web is a great place to find out more about your topic.  When you use web 
pages in your assignment, be sure that the information that you use is current and correct. 
Remember that while search engines such as Google can connect you to a lot of information, 
some of it isn’t credible.  The following web resources can help enhance your research. 

• Metacritic: http://www.metacritic.com 
• Internet Movie Database: http://www.imdb.com/ 
• All Movie Guide: http://allmovie.com 

Access Articles, Books, and Media Worldwide 
Through the Interlibrary Loan Program the library can ask to borrow books and media from 
around the world.  We can also request to have electronic copies of articles sent for you to use 
in your assignments.  Identify articles, books and media that you would like to request and fill 
out the Article/Book/Media Request form on the library webpage. 

Cite Your Sources 
In college you must tell your audience when you use another person’s idea or words.  
Throughout your research you should note where you find the information that you are going to 
use in your final project so that you can tell the reader where you found your information.  This 
is calling citing the source.  The attached citation guide will help you. 


