
FACULTY SENTATE MEETING MINUTES 

  

April 17, 2012, 3:30 

Rm 121 

 

Present:  Mike Kiefel, Stephen Shoemake, Cindy Stevenson, Jan Howell, Gary Benefiel, 

Susie Pearson, Karen Kirkwood, Rob Becker, Dave Bailey, Melinda Brennan, Lisa Anne 

Rasmussen, Susan Palmer, Tamara Loveday, Terri Trick 

 

Terri called the meeting to order. The minutes were accepted. 

 

Terri: Faculty Senate needs to have representation on the budget committee.  

 

Mike Kiefel volunteered. Susan Palmer is the AHE representative to the committee. The 

two will give a report during the May Faculty Senate meeting. 

 

Gary: Annual Schedule 

 

The Educational Effectiveness committee is proposing an annual schedule. We discussed 

advantages of a new system. Marleen and Gary elaborated; the system would help with 

long term planning. 

 

Susan: At the Social Sciences division meeting, they discussed the growing problem with 

200 level classes. Students are able to earn an AA with many 100 level classes, so not as 

many 200 level classes are being offered. The curriculum needs to be revamped. 

 

Discussion: Some of the 200’s here are 400 level classes at universities, but they are not 

counted so for transferring students. 

 

Question: are interesting courses not taken because of transfer problems? 

 

Common course numbering is only for lateral transfer (to other CC’s), not to universities. 

 

Question: do other CC’s require a certain number of courses at the 200 level? Gary will 

ask Kathy Lindgren. 

 

Faculty Senate is in favor of an annual schedule. Rob will take this information to the 

Council. 

 

Nick Velluzzi and Marlene Ramsey: Outcomes Assessment  

 

Marleen gave the recent history of the Degree Learning Outcomes.  At this time, they are 

not working on the digital and information assessment because of time constraints. 

 



Nick adapted some of the questions from the Student Satisfaction Survey for the 

Diversity Survey for the Outcomes Assessment. A survey may not be the best method, 

but they can pre and post test. They hope to develop a rubric and look at students’ work. 

 

Nick did a pilot with the survey. He learned that factual questions don’t give him the 

information he’s looking for. He’s now focusing on what students have learned (vs. 

facts). This method also helps the diversity section stay consistent with the 

communications and critical analysis sections. 

 

Discussion: It’s good to establish a base line each year because the student population 

changes from year to year. Data is not collected in Diversity credit classes because the 

survey is at an institutional level, not the classroom level. 

 

Susan: AHE 

 

She recently sent out an email with a link for employment opportunities at WWCC. 

They probably won’t have to reopen negotiations since the legislature passed the budget 

with no cuts to CC’s. 

One meeting coming up; to be announced. 

 

Rob: Educational Effectiveness Council 

 

No Pell Grants this summer, so we may not have as many students. 

Emergency book funds are available through Kristi Wellington Baker. 

Next year the school will have a funding advisor—one person students may go to for help 

with understanding funding. 

The algebra readiness class will be offered this summer. It combines 49, 50, and CE110. 

8:30-12:30 daily. 

 

Data for 2010 from Jamie Fouty: full time retention at 61%. Part time at 43%. Transfer 

rate 15%. (2008 cohort). 

  

Cindy: Social Science meeting—down in FTE’s. They have concerns about online 

courses counting for distance learning, but the Social Science department doesn’t get 

credit. It’s misleading when looking at the FTE’s for academics. Many senate members 

expressed a need to deal with this concern in their departments as well. 

 

Susan: A smoke free campus was voted down by ASB senate. The presence of smokers at 

the front of the building is a concern. Terri will put the topic on the agenda for May. 

 

Meeting adjourned, 5:00. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Kirkwood 


